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1. Elder Armstrong, who was appointed

to preach the Introductory Sermon, failing

to attend, the Sermon was delivered hy\

George W. Purify, of the Raleigh Associa-

tion, from Acts 16tKf .jipier, 31 verse, "And

they said believe on tht^JLord Jesus Christ,

and'thou shall be saved and thy house."

2. The Ministers and Delegates then met

in the house for business; Elder Eli Phillips

prayed at the opening of business.

3. Letters from the folowing Churches

were read, and their state minuted as fol-

lows:

—

Note.—Ordained Ministers marked with an As-

terisk (*)—Licentiates marked thus, (t).
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4. Elder Eli Phillips chosen Moderator,

5. Received a letter from a newly consti-

luted Church, in Chatham county, (named

Enmiaus,) praying admission into this Asso-

ciation; the petition granted, and thcModera-

tor gave the right hand of fellowship to their

Delegation. Also, a letter was read from a

Tjewly constituted church, at Love's Creek,

in Chatham county, soliciting admission into

this body; the request granted, and the riglit

hand of fellowship extended to their Mes-

sengers.

6. Corresponding Brethren were present

from the following Associations, viz.: Lib-

erty, Isaac Beason, with Minutes; Pee Dee,

Jacob Page; and Levi Deaton, with Minutes;

Yadkin, Isaac Cooker,! with Minutes

and Letter; Country-line, John RusscI,

James Smith, Elder Robert McKee, with

Minutes; ail of whop.] were cordially re-

ceived, and took their seats with us. Min-

utes were received from Raleigh Association,

by the hands of George W. Purify; likewise

Minutes from the Flat River Association, by

the hand f Vv iiliaoi li. MerriiL

7 Ministering Brethren invited to seaH
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whereupon Lane Hutton, of this Association,

and George W. Purify, nf the Raleigh Asso-

ciation, took eats.

8. Elders, Wm. H. Merritt, Wm. Hooper,

and Brethren David Kennedy, Samuel Mof-

fitt and Stephen Moore, with the Moderator

and Clerk a Comn)ittee of Arrangement.

9. Appointed Stephen Moore and Stephen

Justus, a Committee of Finance.

10. Appointed, by ballot, the following

Brethren to preach to-morrow, viz.: Elders

William Hooper, Noah Richardson and Ste-

phen Pleasant. Worship to commence at

11 o'clock, A. M.

The Circular Letter was handed in, and

referred to the Committee of Arrangement,

for examination.

Adjourned till Monday 10 o'clock. Prayer

by Elder Hooper.

Lord's Day, Oct. 27, 1833.

Our beloved and esteemed Brother, Jesse

Lawrence, of the Methodist order, preached

at 9 o'clock, from Mark 16th chapter, 20

verse, "And they went forth, and preached

every where, the Lord working with them,

and confirming the word with signs follow-

I



ing"— after which the Brethren, appointed

by xhe Association, continued the services

of thf day. Elder William Hooper preach-

ed from Acts 9th chapter 6 verse, "And he,

trembling and astonished, said. Lord, what

wilt thou have me to do?" Elder S. Pleasant

followed, from the 65tb Psalm 4 verse,

"Blessed is the man whom thou choosest,

and causest to approach unto thee, that he

may dwell in thy courts." After an inter-

mission of 15 minutes, Elder Noah Richard-

son addressed the people from 2 Thesh. 2d

chapter 16, 17 verses, "Now our Lord Jesus

Christ himself, and God, even our Father,

which hath loved us, and hath given us ever-

lasting consolation, and good hope through

grace, comfort your hearts and establish

you in every good word and work. The

congregation was large and attentive, and

much feeling and excitement in the close of

service. While saints were rejoicing in hope

of glory, many sinners were crying for

mercy, and begging an interest in the pray-

ers of the ministers. We hope this day will

be remembered in eternity, with gratitude to

God for the good impressions made on the

minds of many on this occasion.
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, MoiiJ)AY, October ^S.

The Association met; and after Prayer by

the Moderator, proceeded to business.

1. Messengers' names called, and Mini«-

tering Brethren invited to seats. Elder

Stephen Pleasant took a seat.

2. The Committee ofArrangement report;

the report accepted.

3. Rules of Decorum read.

4. Our Corresponding Brethren reported:

That they were received by the several As-

sociations they attended, and were cordially

invited to seats, except the Brethren who at-

tended the Mayo Association; these were

rejected and not invited to seats, because

they, with this body, were friendly to the

benevolent Institutions of the day, viz. State

Conventions, Sunday Schools, Bible and

Tract Societies, &c.

Correspondence with Sister Associations.

5. The following Brethren were appoint-

ed our correspondents to the several Asso-

ciations mentioned:

To Flat River: Elders William H. Mer-

ritt and Thomas Weaver.

To Raleigh: EMsba Burns and Spenser

Marsh*



To Country Line: W. Rider, D. Patier^

son and E. Crutchfield.

To Pee Dee: Elder Noah Richardson, and

Brethren W. White and J. Thomps n.

To Liberty: M. D. Freeman, J. Brooks

and H. H. Hatch; also to Liberty, in August

next, E. PhilHps and W. Harper.

To Yadkin: Elders E. Phillips and N. Ri-

chardson.

Section Meetings.

6. The following appointments were made

for attendance on Section Meetings:

First Section, to be held at Mechanic'-s

Hill, Saturday before 3d Sunday in May;

Elders S. Pleasant and Wm. H. Merritt.

Third Section, to be held at Emmaus, Sa-

turday before 4th Sunday in May; Elders N.

Richardson and E. Phillips.

Fourth Section to be held at Gum Spring,

Saturday before 4th Sunday in July; Elders

Phillips and Shattuck.

7. N. Richardson to write our next Circu--

lar Letter, with the liberty of choosing his

su'-ject.

8. The Committee of Finance reported

that they received from the several Churcb-



10

e», $33 25^1 , the money was paid over to the

Treasurer and the Confimittee discharijed.

9. Ordered, that the Clerk have 800 co-

pies of these minutes printed and distributed.

10. The next Association to be held at

Sandy Creek, Randolph County, Saturday

before the 1st Lord's day in October, 1834;

N. Richardson to preach the Association

Bernion.

11. Whereas Elder Stephen Pleasant,

who was a member of Ebenezer Church, of

the Country Line Association, has been ex-

cluded irom that Church, as the Minutes of

that Association state, for disorderly con-

duct,—and whereas one of the Churches of

this Association, viz. Cane Creek, has recei-

ved said Pleasant into that Church, from a

belief (as they state in theii letter to the As-

sociation, after hearing an investigation of

the matter,) that he was disowned by that

Church, not for any immoral conduct, but

for being friendly to the benevolent Institu-

tions of the day. Resolved therefore. That

this Association advise these two Churches

to get helps from other sister Churches, and

meet in Conference on this matter, and en-
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ideavour to adjust the difference, 50 that bro-

therly love may continue, not only between

them as churches, but likewise between the

Associations.

12. Resolved, That this Association ap-

prove of having itinerant preaching in its

boumls, and that the Association recommend

the several churches of which it is compo-

sed, to meet in Council, for the purpose of

carrying this resolution into effect, on the

Saturday before the 2d Sunday in Decenjber

next, at Reeves' Chapel, by a Delegation of

two Members from each Church.

13. Adjourned. Prayer by James Smithy

ef the Country Line Association.

ELI PHILLIPS, Moderater.

Noah Richardson, OlerL
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Treasurer's Report.

Years,

1831 Received from the Commit-

tee of Finance, - - $19 50

1832 Received from the Commit-

tee of Finance, - - 33 55

1833 Received from t?ie Commit-

tee of Finance^ - - 32 22J

$85 271

1831 Paid for Printing 400 copies

of Minutes, - - - $15 00

1832 Paid for Printing 800 copies

of Minutes, - - - 19 40

Clerk's fees for 1831 and 1832 - 20 00

Credit Total, $54 40

Rcm'gyet in the Treasurer's hands, $30 87J

NOAH RICHARDSON, Treasurer,
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The following are the proceedings of the De-

legates from the churches comprisin o the San-

dyCreek Association, convened at Reeves's

Chapel on Saturday before the 2d Lord's day

in December, 1833, for the purpose of in-

stituting an itinerant system of preaching

within the bounds of this Association.

1. The Delegates convened at the Old

Meeting House. Prayer by brother Enoch

Crutchfield.

2. Read the letters from the churches

which certified the appointment of the fol-

lowing brethren, viz: from Antioch, Lindsey

Edwards and James Careathers; Bear Creek,

John D>wd, and William Coggins; Brush

Creek, Henry Bray and Samuel Moffitt;

May's Chapel, Wm. Roe and John Foshee;

Reeves's Chapel, Spenser Marsh and Aaron

Emerson; Love's Creek, Elisha Siler and

Daniel Hackney; Mount Sion, David Pat-

terson and E. Crutchfield; Rocky Spring,

H. H. Hatch and Charles Foshee; Sandy

Field, Levi Andrews and Ruffin Andrews;

Mount Carmel, Wm. H. Merritt; Emmaus,

Simon Webster and S. M'ore; Sandy Creek,

Wm. Reace and Wm. Kirkman; Cane Creek,
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JamesCrutchfield and James Morrow; Rocky

Jliver, Wm. Bridjres, Henry Dorsett and

M. D. Freeman; Gum Spring, Hardy Lasi-

ter and David Poe; Fall Creek, Zaccheus Boj*

roughs and Wm. Harper; Friendship, N.

Richardson and Eli Phillips. Ministering

Brethren. Q. H. Trotman, and G. W. Puri-

fy, sat with us.

3. Appointed a Committee consisting of

Brethren Wm. Merritt, S. Marsh, John Fo-

shee, D. Patterson and Stephen Moore, to

fix on a sum to be given to the itinerant

Ministers to compensate them for their ser-

vices.

4. The above Committee reported, that

in their opmion, two hundred and fifty dol-

lars for a married man, and one hundred and

forty for a single man, would be a reasona-

ble compensation for twelve months service,

which report was adopted.

5. Appointed a Committee consisting of

D. Patterson, S. Marsh, Z. Boroughs, S.

Moore, Wm. Reace and J. Foshee, to select

Preachers to ride for one year within the

bounds of this Association.

6. The Committee to whom was referred
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the selection of Ministers, recommended the

services of brethren S. Pleasant, G. W. Pu-

rify, E. Phillips and N. Richardson, to ride^

each three months, which report was unani-

mously concurred in.

7. Agreed for the sake of convenience,

that the Association be divided into two sec-

tions. The first to embrace the following

preaching places, viz: Mechanic's Hill, Fall

Creek, Brush Creek, Millst(»ne, Sandy Creek,

Mount Sion, Mount Pleasant, Rocky River,

Love's Creek, Mineral Spring, Reeve's Chap-

el, Bear Creek, Mrs. Cheek's, Friendship,

Near Richardson's. Second section, Mc-

Leod's, May's Chapd; Gunri Spring, Rocky
Spring, Ernmaus, Tick Creek, Antioch, Cane

Creek, Mars' Hill, Sandy Field, Mount Car-

mel, Mount Gilead, Pleasant Grove, Muddy
Spring, and Wickers. It is required that

each Minister ride an equal in time both sec-

tions. The 1 hours of the first to commence

on the 1st day of January, 1834.

8. Appointed aboard of managers, taking

one from each church, viz: Samu 1 Baldwin,

Samuel Dowd, Samuel Moffilt, D. Kennedy,

Wm. While, John Watson, D. Dosertt,

B, Patterson, H* H. Hatch, l«€vi Andrews.,
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Wm. H. Merritt, S. Moore, Wm. Reacey

Thns. D. Oldham, Wm. H. Bridges, Da-

vid Poe, Wm. Harper, Mark Bynum, Jag.

Bynum, and Joseph G. Moore; any seven

of them may constitute a quorem forbusinessj

their first meeting is to be at Rocky Spring

on Saturday before the first Lord's day in

April, 1834, after which, the board is t»

meet quarterly.

9. Brother David Patterson, was appoint-

ed Treasurer, to whom all monies for the

support of the itinerant system should be

paid.

10. Appointed S. Moore, S. Marsh, P.

P. Smith, J. Foshee and Wm. Reace, a com-

mittee to draught rules for the government

of the Itinerant Ministers, to be submitted

to the board at its first meeting.

11. Resolved, that the Clerk inform bro-

ther Pleasant ot his appointment by this

body.

12. Ordered that the proceedings of this

body be printed with the Association Min-

utes;—then adjourned; prayer by the Mode-

rator.

ELI PHILLIPS, Moderator.
J^foAji Richardson, Clerk.
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Letterfrom the Sandy Creek Association to

the Churches in connexion therewith.

Dear Brethren:

It is with pleasure we comply with the

customary duty of addressing you. We con-

gratulate you on the increase of our mem-
bers: and we bless God that so many mem-

bers walk worthy of the faith of the gospel,

and bring forth the fruits of righteousness.

We bless God also for the faithful preachers

whom he has given you for the edification of

your souls, and that sound and wholesome

doctrine is every where preached within our

bounds.

But we are calle-d upon not merely to ex-

change congratulations. We are bound to

notice whatever is wrong, and faithfully to

admonish one another where we see errors

prevailing and any of our people walking

unworthily of their holy profession. The

Jf-'r
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subject on which we wish to offer you our

affectionate counsel and to urge our earnest

exh irlation at this time is, the importance of

family and church discipline.

It is to be feared that many heads of fam-

ilies are not sufficiently impressed with the

duty of family religion. Brethren, remem-

ber, that we are commanded to "bring up

our children in the nurture and admonition

of the Lord," and to "train up a child in the

way he should go;" being encouraged there-

to by the promise, that if we will do so,

"when he is old he will not depart from it."

Now surely those fathers and mothers are

jiot fulfilling these duties who worship not

God in their families. Will children think

prayer an indispensanle duty if they do not

yee iheir parents practice it? Will children

think prayer a privilege and a happiness if

they see their parents backward and seldom

in the performance of it? Will they learn

to call upon God for strength to escape sin

and perform their daily duties, if they see

their parents begin and end the day without

invoking aid from heaven? Will they think

fheir souls in danger, unless their parents,
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on their bended knees, pour out ardent sup-

plications, in their piesence, that God would

awaken their consciences and save their

deathless spirits? Surely those young per-

sons will be most apt to lead honest, moral

and blameless lives, who go out to the la-

bours of each day, with a father's and a mo-

ther's tender prayer for their protection from

sin and danger. Hurely a young man or a

young woman will be less apt to fall into

sin, when in the moment of temptation it

occurs to their recollection, that a venerable

father, that morning-, begged of God in their

hearing to preserve them from the snare of

the destroyer. In enjoining upon us to train

up our children in the ways of godliness,

the author of our frame has proceeded ac-

cording to those laws of nature by which he

governs all things. All creatures, rational

and bruie, obey the laws of habits. Habit

renders the most difficult things easy and,

according to the proverb, becomes a second

nature. We have melancholy proof of the

power of habit in fixing men irrecoverably

in vicious courses. Thedrunkard, the whore-

monger, the gambler, the sabbath-breaker,

the swearer, the liar, all became such by lit-
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tie and little. Why then should we not

make use of the force of habit on the side

of virtue and religion? True we cannot

make our children religious by any pains we

can take; but surely if they see their parents

conscientiously performing all their duties

to God and man -yif they are checked in do-

ing evil and encou-faged in doing good—if

we, by timely and judicious correctic>>. try

to break the power of corrupt dispos uons,

at the same time seeking by earnest prayer

for the divine blessing on our endeavours,

we may reasonably expect that childr^^n thus

brought up will be more apt to turn out well

than those that are left to grow up without

any restraint or religious instruction. In-

deed we have express scripture to warrant

the belief that it will be so. Is it not Goi'/s

own word that if a child is thus trained up,

he will not in his maturer years depart from

the way of righteousness? Experience too,

abundantly confirms the decisions of scrip-

ture. It has been found that those parents

who have tried with God's help to bring up

their children in the fear of God, have gene-

rally been rewarded by seeing their children

converted in som^ period or other of their
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BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25.

1. The Introductory Sermon was delivered, accord-

ing to appointment, by Elder Noah Richardson, from

Ephesians, 4th chapter and 30th verse, "Grieve not the

Holy Spirit of God."
2. The Delegates and Ministers repaired to the

house, and after prayer by Elder E. Phillips, proceeded

to business.

3. Letters from the following Churches were handed
in and read:

—

[See next page.]

4. Elected by ballot Elder Eli Phillips Moderator.
5. Letters from two newly constituted Churches were

presented and read, viz: Bethlehem, and Lick Creek.
These Churches were received into this Association,

and their Delegates took seats.
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6. The following corresponding Brethren were pre-

sent, and were cordially received, viz., From Liberty

Association, Joseph Spurgen, Isaac Beeson, and Elder

Eli Carroll; Raleigh, Henry Williams; Pe Dee, Jacob

Page; Flat River, Durham Hawl and William Oakley;

Beaulah, John Stamps.

7. Ministering Brethren invited to seats. Elder Ste-

phen Pleasant accepted the invitation.

8. Appointed William Reece and Daniel Hackney
a Committee of Finance.

9. Appointed Elders Wm. H Mirritt, Stephen Plea-

sant, and Brethren Stephen Moore and John Stamps,

with the Moderator and Clerk, a committee of Arrange-
ment.

10. Elected by ballot, Elders E. Phillips, S. Plea-

sant, and N. Richardson, to preach on Sabbath.

11. The committee of Finance reported that they had
received from the several churches S30 20; and said

committee was discharged.

12. Adjourned till Monday 9 o'clock A. M. Prayer

by Eli Carroll.

LORD'S DAY, OCTOBER 26.

As the neighbors were tenting on the ground, servi-

ces were commenced early. At 9 o'clock. Brother

Hawley, Agent of the Tract Society, delivered a very-

interesting discourse, from Judges, 5, 23, "Curse ye
Merez, said the Angel of the Lord; curse ye bitterly

the inhabitants thereof; because they came not to the

help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the
mighty." Elder Stephen Pleasant followed, from Jo-
shua, 24, 15, "Choose you this day whom ye wilt

serve." He was followed by Elder Noah Richardsori.



from John 5, 22, *'For the Father judgeth no man, but

hath committed all judgment unto the Son." Elder

Eli Phillips preached at night, from Ephesians, 5, 1,

**Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children."

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27.

1. The Association met at 9 o'clock. Prayer by El-

der Wm. H. Mirritt.

2. The committee of arrangement reported. The
report concurred in, and the committee discharged.

3. Invited Ministering Brethren to seats. Brother

Hawley accepted the invitation.

4. The Corresponding Brethren reported that they

generally attended and were received; except those who
attended the Country Line; they were not received by
that Association, 1st, because the Sandy Creek Asso-

ciation were friendly to all the Religious and Benevolent

Institutions of the day; 2d, because we had received

Brother Stephen Pleasant as a preacher amongst us.

5. Appointed Brethren to the following Associations:

to Flat River, T. D. Oldham, J. Crutchfield, G. An-
drews and E. Crutchfield; To Raleigh, Thos. Weaver
and Levi Andrews; To Pedee, Wm. H. Mirritt, M.
D. Freeman, Wm. Willson and Brother Wright; To
Liberty, E. Crutchfield, Willson, Hutson and Patter-

son; To Yadkin, E. Phillips and Hutson; To the

Beaulah, Richardson, Phillips, Mirritt, Freeman, Old-

ham, Wm. Bridges and S. Moore.
6. The Brethren appointed to Section meetings, re-

ported that they generally attended.

7. Agreed that we dispense with Section meetings,

and recommend to the Cliurches in each section, to

Ijave a Camp meeting in each section every year.



8. The following is the Report of the Treasurer of

the Itineracy:—Received from Mount Zion 88 31|,

Mount Pleasant 5 85, Brush Creek 5 20, Sandy

Creek 2 00, Fall Creek 4 00, Mechanick Hill 5 75,

Richardson's 5 50, Friendship 8 00, Mrs. Cheek's 00,

Bear Creek 5 00, Mineral Springs 5 00, Reaves'

Chapel 5 70, Love's Creek 2 50, Rocky River 4 95,

Emmaus 6 00, Lick Creek 00, Rocky Spring 5 00,

Gum Spring 00, May's Chapel 7 50, McLeod's
3 00,McIver'sO 00, Muddy Spring 00, Bell's 00,

Mount Giliad 00, Mount Carmel 10 00, Antioch

8 00, Sandy Field 3 00, Cane Creek 5 70, returned

by S. Pleasant 1 00, and E. Phillips 1 00, Jas. Dun-
lap 50,—Total 8118 46|.

9. The Board of the Itineracy reported that Stephen

Pleasant had performed three months labour, George

W. Purify two months, Eli Phillips 45 days, N. Rich-

ardson 10 days.

10. We advise the several Churches of this Associ-

ation to appoint one Delegate from each Church to form

a Board of Managers for the Itineracy the next year^

and that these Delegates meet Saturday before the first

Sunday in December next, at May's Chapel; and that

said Delegates be Delegates to the next Association.

11. Called on Cane Creek Church to report respect^

ing the difficulty between her and Ebenezer Church, of

the Country Line Association. The Report is as fol-

lows*.'—

In compliance with the requisition of the 11th Arti-

cle of the Minutes of the Sandy Creek Association for

1833, the Church at Cane Creek got helps, viz: of her
own, John Reaves, James Marrow, Thomas D. Old-
ham and Thomas Hunter, and from Mount Carmel^



William Hooper, and of the Raleigh Association, Geo.
"VV. Purify, and of the Flat River Association, James
King and Thomas M. Benton, and John G. Mills of

the Roanoke Association, all of whom went to Ebene-
zer Church for the purpose of settling the difficulty.—

But the Ebenezer Church refused to receive or hear

them touching that matter, but contended they would
abide by their own decision that they had already made.
Therefore we have to report that things are just as they

were.
12. Query from Reaves Chapel:—Is it agrepable

with the spirit of the Gospel, to retain a Brother in fel-

lowship who publicly vends spiritous liquors under any
circumstances?

Answer. If the Brethren of that Church mean, the

making and vending of ardent spirits as a merchandize,

for j^ain, we think it is inconsistent with the Gospel to

retain such a Brother in fellowship.

13. The Clerk to superintend the printing of the

Minutes, and that 800 be printed, and 30 to be sent to

€ach Association with which we correspond.

14. Appointed the Rev. William Hooper to write

the next Circular.

15. The Circular Letter which was prepared by the

Clerk, was adopted.

16. The next Association to be held at Emmaus,
Chatham County, N. C, commencing Saturday before

the fourth Lord's day in October next. The Rev. Wil-
liam H. Mirritt to preach the Association Sermon.

17. The contribution from the several Churches we
fear is not sufficient to defray all the expenses, &c.—

^

therefore we took up a collection amongst the Dele-

gates, and got g2 82|.
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18. Resolution. Whereas, in our opinion, Sabbath

Schools are a powerful means of promoting the cause of

morals and Religion, and are destined under God to be

instrumental in extending the Redeemer's kingdom.

Resolved, therefore, that this Association feel thank-

ful to Almighty God, that so much has been done in this

cause by the American Sunday School, the past year,

to promote this institution in this State, and that we
earnestly request the continuance of their operation.

Resolved, further, that this Association recommend
to all the Churches composing it, to do all they can, by
their prayers and co-operation, to promote Sabbath
Schools.

19. This Association present their thanks to Almigh-
ty God, and to the neighbors and brethren of Sandy
Creek Church, for the excellent accommodation given

to the messengers and friends during its session.

20. After singing, and prayer by Elder Richardson,

the Association adjourned.

ELI PHILLIPS, Moderato
NOAH RICHARDSON, Clerk.
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ciuewijjin IjEtter.

Deak Brethren:
The subject of our Address is the

inconsistencies in the conduct of Christians.

A Christian is a man endued with the spirit of Christ,

and who imitates the example of Christ. His heart is

under the influence of divine grace, and his actions bear
the marks of a renewed nature. He is under every
possible obligation to adorn the Gospel of God, by the

nolii)ess of his life and the purity of his conversation.

But it has often happened, that the inconsistencies of

professors have sunk religion into the dust, and have
caused the sneer of the infidel, and the laugh of the

profane.

Without entering into a minute or systematic expo^
sition of the subject in hand, we shall merely give a few
hints and general remarks.

1st. Unnecessary association with carnal company ia

one inconsistency of professing Christians. We are

sometimes forced to be with the ungodly^ yet we ought
not to be delighted with them. But there are profess-

ors who choose such for their companions, and are a-

mused and delighted with their company. This indu-

ces a want of spirituality, and is inseparably connected
with a habit of frivolity and love of the world. It cre-

ates a Vv'ant of decisive proof of character, and produces-
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a base temporizing and a facilitating spirit, to accom-
modate the Church of God and the principles and max-
ims of the world. It is a duty to be civil and obliging

to all, but not to be delighted companions of all. If

Ministers and professors were to reprove the vices of

their sinful associates, to warn them of their danger,

and to introduce religious and spiritual conversation,

their company would not be often courted. But it has

often happened, that Ministers and professors so forget

the dignity of their character, and the holiness of their

calling, as to disregard the injunctions of the Bible in

reference to this point, and thus they give a tacit coun-
tenance to all the profanity of their wicked friends. St.

Bernard has well said, in reference to this subject, ''not

a word of the Scripture, nothing of salvation; but tri-

fles, toys, and laughter, and words, as light as the

wind, eat up the time." Christians should imitate the

conduct of the disciples in the journey to Emmaus.
2d. CovP.tousness is an inconsistency well known.

Many a professor who would shudder at the commission
of open profanity, is quite contented to have his heart

d^af to the calls of humanity, and hardened by the curs-

ed influence oi avarice. His prayers are always ready,

but his purse is ever closed. He is a stranger to the

luxury of doing good. What can the world think of a
Christian who is covetous? And what does the Bible

say of him? It excludes him from the kingdom of Hea-
ven, and ranks him with the idolator. Many feel more
at the loss of a few pounds, than at the loss of the favot

of God.
3d. Want of Love^ is a gross inconsistency. Some

professors will rend a Christian community, and destroy

every particle of affection, rather than abandon a pre-
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conceived opinion, or relinquish a favorite tnaxim.«*i*

''These things ought not so to be." We are brethren,

and oughl to act as brethren. Our great exemplar not

only preached love in his sermons, and petitioned for it

in his prayers, but practised it in his life; and we would
say to every Christian, "go and do thou likewise."

4th. Another inconsistency, is that of the make and
traffic of Jirdent Spirits.

The injustice which is so inseparable from the traffic

of ardent spirits, evinces its unlawfulness.

Those who vend ardent spirits, will continue to sup-

ply their customers, in many instances, after they are

incompetent to take care of their property. They are

witnesses to the impoverished condition of their fami-

lies, and yet they will sell. Are they not, then, acces-

sary to the melting away of estates, and the ruin of

families, around them? And can this be done without

violating the laws of humanity and equity? Human
laws may not be able to prevent the wrong. But the

cries of widows and orphans will be heard in heaven,

and a retribution which human tribunals cannot award,
will be reserved for the day of judgment; for **wo be to

liim that giveth his neighbor drink, and that putteth his

bottle to him and maketh him drunken."
But some will say, man is his own agent, and if I do

not let him have it, he will get it of some one else. But
all this alters not the case. He who deliberately assists

his neighbor to destroy his life, is not guiltless because
his neighbor is a free agent and is also guilty. And he
is accessary to the crime, though twenty other persons
might have been ready to commit the same sin, if he
had not done it. Would a man be innocent who would
sell arsenic to his neighbor, to destroy himself, because



he could obtain it elsewhere? Surely we are account-

able for our own wrong doing, and liable to punishment

at the hand of God, as really as if it had been certain

that no one would have done the deed if we did not.

The ungodliness in time, and the everlasting ruin in

eternity, inseparable from the commerce in ardent spi-

rits, proscribe it as an unlawful article of traffic. Who
can number the oaths and blasphemies which it causes

to be uttered—or the impurities and indecencies, vio-

lence and wrong doing, which it originates? Oh, how
broad is the road which intemperance alone opens to

belli and how thronged with travellers! If the com-
merce of this article were inseparable from all the great

and good ends of our social being, we might endure the

evil for the sake of the good, and they only be account-

able who abuse themselves. But here is an article of

commerce spread over the land, whose effect is only
evil, and that continually, and which increases a hun-
dred fold the energies of human depravity, and the

hopeless victims of future punishment.
5. The want of active beneficence is an inconsistency

not altogether unknown in professors. The Christian

should endeavor, as far as his power and influence ex-

tend, to relieve the wants of the poor, the fatherless and
the widow; to soothe the disconsolate, to comfort the

afflicted, to shelter the benighted traveller, to instruct

the ignorant, and to meliorate the moral condition of

every rank of society. He should patronize every
scheme which has for its object to remove the evils

which exist in the world. Above all things, he ought
to endeavor, as far as his station and opportunity per-

init, to promote the eternal happiness of mankind, and
should study to render all his other exertions subservi-
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ent to this most interesting and momentous object; and
in doing this, he should give his countenance and sup-

port to every institution, and to every rational scheme,
which is calculated to promote the knowledge of the

Scriptures of Truth throughout our own country, and
in heathen lands, and to make known "the salvation of

God" over all the earth. In such benevolent exertions,

he should persevere, even in the face of every species

of opposition and reproach, through the whole course of

his existence in this world, till death transport him to

a nobler sphere of action and enjoyment.

It appears that the inhabitants of Heaven are employ-
ed in acts of beneficence; for the Apostle informs us,

that the Angels are ministering spirits, sent forth to

minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation. Hence
it is told us in the word of God, that they delivered

Lot from the destruction of Sodom, and Jacob from the

hands of Esau; that they strengthened and refreshed

Elijah in the wilderness, and brought glad tidings to the

Shepherds in the plains of Bethlehem, and consoled the

hearts of the disconsolate disciples, by proclaiming the

resurrection of their Lord and Master. Since, then, it

appears that the inhabitants of Heaven are incessantly

employed in acts of benevolence, the habit of benevo-

lence which is acquired in this world, may be consider-

ed as a preparation, and a qualification for that more
extensive sphere of moral action into which the saints

shall be introduced, when they wing their way from
this earthly ball to the regions above. And consequent-

ly, those who never engage in **works of faith and la-

bors of love," and who are governed by a principle of

selfishness in the general tenor of their conduct, must
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be considered as unqualified for taking a part in the

benevolent employments of the celestial world.

There are many other inconsistencies, which I only

mention, such as light thought of the sanctity of the

Sabbath day, absence of Family Prayer, violence of tern-

per, murmuring under adverse circumstances, pride,&c.

By these inconsistencies, the Holy Spirit is grieved,

and a disgrace is entailed on our holy Religion. We
should never forget that we are "lights in the world,-'

and we ought not only to be concerned to shine with

steadiness, but with brilliancy. We should not only

live above sin, but above the suspicion of it;—not only

flee from evil, but avoid the very appearance of it. The
glory of God, and the advancement of vital godliness,

are inseparably connected with the consistency of our
conduct. The taunt has often been heard, ''what do
ye more than others?" More is required and more is

expected. And if we do no more than the men of the

world, it is a presumptive proof that we are no more
than they. It is not what a man professes, but how he
lives, that must decide the reality of his religion.

ELI PHILLIPS, Moderator.
NOAH RICHARDSON, ClerL
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24.

The Association Sermon M'as delivered by Elder

Willianj H. Mirritt, from the 13th chapter 11th verse

of Romans.
The Association then convened. Prayer by Elder

Eli Phillips.

1. Letters from the several Churches composing this

Association, handed in, and their statistics given as

follows, viz:

—

[See next page.]

2. Chose Elder Eli Phillips Moderator.

3. On application, received the Mineral Spring

Church into the fellowship of this Association.

4. Invited Correspondii^ Brethren to sit with us.

JameR Evans, from the Liberty Association; Jolin Cul-
peper, Sen. from the Pee Dee^ and John Stamps, from
Beulah, took seats. Raleigh and Flat River sent Min-
utes without Messengers.

5. Invited Ministering Brethren to sit with us. L.
Rice and F. Hawley took seats.

6. Appointed John Fooshee and William White a
committee of Finance.

7. John Culpeper, Sen., Enoch Crutchfield, and Le-
vi Andrews, with the Moderator and Clerk, a commit-
tee of Arrangement.

8. Appointed David Patterson, Henry Dossett, Da-
vid Kennedy, and John Culpeper, Sen., a committee
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to ascertaui the state «f each €h«rch in this Associa-

tion, as it regards Sabbath Schools and Temperance
Societies; and also to report the age of each Church,

their Pastor, Deacons, Clerk, P«st Office, &c. &c
9. Appointed Elders Luther Rice, N. Richardson,

and William Hooper, to preach on Sabbath.

W, On motion, adjourned till Monday, 9 o'clock.

Prayer by the Clerk.

LORD'S DAY, OCTOBER 25.

At 9 o'clock, Elder John Culpeper, Sen., addressed

the audience, from Malachi, Ist chapter, 11th verse.

At U o'clock. Elder William Hooper preached from
Jnhn, 3d chapter, 19th 20th and 21st verses^ a«d was
followed by Elder Luther Rice, from John, 12th chap-

ter, 28lh verse. The services of ihe day were conclu-

ded by Elder Noah Richardson, from 2d Corinthians,

5th chapter, 20th verse. May much good result from
the labours of the day. ^

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26.

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Elder
W. Hooper.

1. Called the Messengers' names, and read the Rules
of Decgrum.

2. The committee of Finance reported, that they had
received from the several Churches, g38 95, and had
paid the same over to the Treasurer.

3. The Circular Letter, which was prepared by El-
der William Hooper, was read, and unanimously a-

dopted.

4. Called on Corresponding Brethren to report,—
They reported that they generally attended.



5. Appointed Brethren to the followino^ Associations,

viz: To Flat River, T. Weaver and t. D. Oldham.
To Raleigh, Levi Andrews and Allen Temple. To
Pee Dee, W. H. Mirritt and Eli Phillips. To Liberty,

E. Crutchfield, Wm. Reace, and D. Patterson. To
Beulah, W. Hooper, W. II. Mirritt, L. Andrews, and
M. D. Freeman. To Yadkin, M. D. Freeman and L.
Hutson.

6. Appointed N. Richardson to write the next Cir-

cular Address.

7. The committee on Sabbath Schools, Temperance
Societies, and the Churches, reported as follows:

—

We, the committee appointed to inquire into the state

of the Church, Sabbath Schooi*, Temperance Societies,

&c., have had the same under consideration, and beg
leave to report the following:

The Church at Sandy Creek was constituted in 1756
or ^57', their Monthly Conference is on the Saturday
before the 3d Sabbath in each month; they have no Pas-
tor; William Wilson, Licentiate; no Deacons; no Sab-
bath School; no Temperance Society; William Wil-
son, Clerk; Post Office, Troy's, Randolph county.

Lick Creek, constituted in 1834; Monthly Confer-
ence, Saturday before the 3d Sabbath; Pastor, Levi
Andrews; Deacons, Jesse Johnson, William Glosson;

Clerk, Nathaniel Robertson; Post Office, Hadley's,

Chatham county; no S. S.; no T. S.

Mount Sion, constituted in 1825; Conference, 2d
Sabbath; Pastor, Enoch Crutchfield; Deacons, David
Patterson and John Coble; Clerk, David Patterson;

Post Office, Long's Store, Orange county; no S. S.; 1

Mechanic's Hill, constituted in 1824 or '25; Confer-



ence, 4th Sabbath; Pastor, Artemas Shattuck; Dea^
cons, David Kennedy and Daniel McCrimmon; Clerk

and Licentiate, Conner Dovvd; Post Office, Mechan-
ic's Hill, Moore county; 1 S. S.; no T. S.

Antioch, constituted in 1802 or '3; Conference, 2d
Sabbath; Pastor, Wm. H. Mirritt; Deacons, William
Durham and Linsey Edwards; Clerk, Isaac Durham;
Post Office, Clover Garden, Orange county; 1 S. S.;

1 T. S. of 115 members.
May's Chapel, Conference, 1st Sabbath; Pastor, Jas.

McDaniel; Deacons, John Gilmore, Wm. White, and
Cato Riddle; Clerk, Wm. Burns; Post Office, Pittsbo-

rough; no S. S.; no T. S.

Reaves' Chapel, constituted in 1832; Conference, 2d
Sabbath; Pastor, N, Richardson; Deacons, John Wat-
son and Andrew Headen; Clerk, Peter P. Smith; Post
Office, Emberson Tanyard, Chatham county; 1 S. S.;

1 T. S. of about 100 members; and a Sabbath School

Library.

Cane Creek, constituted in 1790; Conference, 3d
Sabbath; Pastor, Stephen Pleasant; Deacons, John
Reaves, James Crutchfield, and T. D. Oldham; Clerk,

T. D. Oldham; Post Office, Clover Garden, Orange
.county; 1 S. vS. of 70 members; 1 T. S. of 65 members.

Fall Creek; Pastor, Thomas Weaver; Deacons, John
Boroughs and Zacheus Boroughs; Clerk, Wm. Harper;
Post Office, Brower's Store; no S. S.; no T. S.

Brush Creek, constituted in 1824; Conference, 4th
Sabbath; Pastor, Eli Phillips; Deacons, Eli Bray, Ro-
bert Stinson, and John Hutson; Clerk, Samuel Moffitt;

Licentiate, Lane Hutson; Post Office, Underwood's
Store, Randolph county; no S. S.; no T. S.

Pleasant Grove; Conference,^ 2d Sabbath; Deacons^



Willis Rig^ins and John Moore; Clerk, Willis Rig-
gins; Post Office, Lasater's; no S. S.5 no T. S.

Emmaus, constituted in 1833; Conference, 4th Sab-
bath; Pastor, William H. Mirritt; Deacons, Richard
Webster and Stephen Moore; Clerk, Stephen Moore;
Post Office, Rock Rest, Chatham county; IS. S.; no
T. 8.

Sandy Field, constituted in 1823; ConfereDce, 4th
Sabbath; Pastor, Levi Andrews; Deacons, Archibald

Andrews and Aaron Trip; Clerk, Sydney Lloyd; Post

Office, Clover Garden, Orange county j 1 S. S. ; 1 T. S.

Rocky River, constituted in 1757; Conference, 3d
Sabbath; Pastor, Enoch Crutchfleld; Deacons, Henry
Bossett and Wm. H. Bridges; Clerk, Wm H. Bridg-

es; Post Office, St. Lawrence; no S. S.; 1 T. S.

Mount Carmel, constituted in 1803; Conference, Ist

Sabbath; Pastor, William li. Mirritt; Deacons, none;

Clerk, Wm. Hooper; Post Office, Chapel Hill; 1 S.

S.; IT. S.

Mount Gilead, constituted in 1824; Corrference, 1st

Sabbath; Pastor, Levi Andrews; Deacons, Allen Tem-
ple and John Hammock; Clerk, Mark Bvnum; Post

Office, Hackney's Cross Roads; no S. S.; I T. S. of

70 members*
Mineral Springv constituted in 1835; Conference, 3d

Sabbath; Deacons, Samuel Dowd, Wm. Culberson and
W^arren Brooks; Clerk, Allen H. Lawhorn; Pastor^

William H. Mirritt; Post Office, Emberson Tanyard,
Chatham county; no S. S. ; 1 T. S. of 37 members.

Rocky Spring, constituted in 1757; Conference, 9d

Sabbath; Pastor, Geo. W. Purify; Deacons, Wiley B.

Straughan and Ransom C. Poe; Clerk, E. H. Straugh*

an; Post Office, Pittsborough; 1 S. S.; no T. S.



BearCreek; Conference, 3d Sabbath; PastorWm. H.
Mirritt ; Licenciates, Aaron Wamble and Willis Cog-
-;in and Atlas T. Gilbert; Deacons, John Nails and
John Dowd; Clerk, Atlas T. Gilbert; Post Office,

Marsh's Store, Chatham county; 1 S. S.; IT. S. of

19 members.
Gum Spring, constituted in 1827; Conference, 4th

Sabbath; Pastor, George W. Purify; Deacons, Hardy
Lassater and Edmund Walden; Clerk, Hardy Lassa-

ter; Post Office, Haywood; 1 S. S.; noT. S.

Bethlehem, constituted in 1834; Conference, 1st

Sabbath; Pastor, N. Richardson; Deacons, Leonard
Lawhorn and Wm. Barrett; Clerk, Wra. Phillips;

Post Office, Carthage; 1 S. S. with a S. S. Library.

Love's Creek, constituted in 1833; Conference, 4t.h

Sabbath; Pastor, Enoch Crutchfield; Deacons, Solo-

mon Dossett, Duty Dossett and Daniel Hackney;
Clerk, W^ashington Gea; Post Office, St. Lawrence;
no S. S. ; no T. S.

Friendship, constituted in 1798; Conference, 2d Sab-
bath; supplied by E. Phillips and A. Shattuck; Dea-
cons, John D. Phillips and L. Q. Sowell; Clerk, Mark
Andrew Phillips; Post Office, Carthage; 1 S. S.; 1 T.
S., and a S. S. Library.

All which is respectfully submitted.

J. CULPEPER, Chairman.
8. Resolutions.—1st. Resolved^ That it be insert-

ed in the Minutes of this Association, that Randolph
Mabry is excluded from Cane Creek Church for disor-

derly conduct.

2d. Resolved^ That the several Sections (of this As-
sociation,) and the several Churches in each Section be
^denominated. They are as follows:
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1st Section. Friendship, Bethlehem, Mechanic's

Hill, Fall Creek, Bear Creek, Mineral Springs.

2d Section. Brush Creek, Sandy Creek, Mount
Sion, Rocky River, Love's Creek.

3d Section. Reaves's Chapel, May's Chapel, Gum
Spring, Rocky Spring, Emmaus, Mount Gilead.

4th Section. Pleasant Grove, Mount Carrael, An-
tioch. Cane Creek, Sandy Field, Lick Creek.

3d. Whereas, We believe it inconsistent with the

spirit of the Gospel of Christ, for a Christian to buy and
sell Negroes for the purposeof speculation or merchan-
dize for gain, Etsohed, therefore^ That this Associa-

tion advise the Churches of which it is composed, to

exclude members who will not abandon the practice

after the first or second admonition.

4th. Whereas, We are of opinion that it will give

more system, certainty and weight to the contributions,

from the Churches to the Convention; Therefore

jResolved, by this Association^ That the several

Churches composing it be advised to forward their con-

tributions intended for the Convention, by their mes-
sengers to the Association, stating the sum contributed,

and naming their Delegate to the Convention, and that

these several monies, with a statement of the Delegates

to the Convention, be forwarded in one general letter,

by a Minister of this Association, to the Convention.

5th. Kesolved^ That Saturday before the second Sab-

bath ll» December next, be observed by all the mem-
bers of the several Churches composing this Associa-

tion, as a day of Fasting and Prayer for a revival of

Religion in this Association, and generally throughout

the world.

9th. The next annual Association to be held at Mount
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Gilead, Chatham county, commencing Saturday preced-

ing the fourth Sabbatl/in October, A. D. 183(5.

10th. Appointed Elder Levi Andrews to deliver the

next Association Sermon, and Elder E. Crutchfield to

be his alternate.

llih. The Clerk ordered to have 600 copies of these

Minutes printed.

12th. Resolved^ That the thanks of the Association

be given (through these Minutes,) to the Church and
neighborhood of Emmaus, for their kindnsssand hospi-

tality to the Ministers, Delegates and friendsof the As-
sociation during its session.

13th. After prayer by Elder N. Richardson, the As-
sociation rose.

ELI PHILLIPS, Moderator,

N. RICHARDSON, Clerk.

This Association has nine ordained Ministers, viz*

William Hooper, William H. Mirritt, Thomas Weav-
er, Eli Phillips, Artemas Shattuck, Levi Andrews, E-
noch Crutchfield, Malthus D, Freeman, and Noah
Richardson 5—And about seven Licenciatea.
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CIRCULAR.

Dear Brethren: In taking a view of the state of
our Churches, and of the community among which we
live, it seems not unseasonable to select as the subject

of our annual Address to you, the universal spirit of

covetousness which pervades our land. The vice of

covetousness is a very insinuating and insidious one.

Our Saviour found it necessary to caution his disciples

repeatedly against it. There is no sin which can exist

to such a degree in the heart without alarming its pos-

sessor, and without bringing on him discredit in the

Church. An inspired Apostle has told us that *'the love

of money is the root of all evil." Of some of these evils

we are compelled to be daily and mournful witnesses,

and some of them which have infected the Church in a
lamentable degree, and of which therefore we are bound
to be more on our guard, it will be our purpose, in this

letter, to point out. So deeply has the plague of mak-
ing money smitten our land, as to have produced a uni-

versal spirit of emigration. No man hardly seems sa-

tisfied with his home. He hears of golden prospects to

the south and west, and he must needs go, like his

neighbors, to share the spoil. Now although we admit

it is lawful for us to change our residence for the bet-

tering of the condition of our family, yet is there not

danger of this base lust of covetousness becoming the

ruling passion of the soul .^ Do not men, even professors

of religion, think more of rich crops of cotton, and buy-

ing and selling slaves, than they do of cultivating the

soil of the heart, and making it bring forth abundantly?

We fear that many persons, even of our Church,
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thitik that the main object of living is to make moneT,

and to be constantly accumulating tor their heirs. They
seem to think that they never can have enough—that a

man's life does consist in the abundance of the things

which he possesseth. They seem not to believe our

Saviour's declaration, that a rich man shall with diffi-

culty enter into the kingdom of heaven, nor to care for

his command, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth. They seem to forget the solemn admonkion of

the Apostle, that 'Hhey that would be rich, fall into di-

vers temptations and a snare, and into many foolish and
liurtful lusts, which drown men in perdition and des-

truction." We have the more reason lo deplore this

state of things, from its disastrous effect on the prospe-

rity of our Churches. The rage for making money pro-

duces universal restlessness and dissatisfaction with

home and our present possessions. The consequence
is, no man feels himself settled, nor cares to engage in

any measures and enterprizes for the improvement of
the neighborhood where he now is. He is sighing for

the West. Tlie accounts he hears of the fortunes mak-
ing there, fill his mind by day and even enter into his

dreams by night. While in this state of mind, he can-

not be expected to care much for the salvation of his

own soul or the souls of others. Does this look much
like taking heed to the precept, **We brought nothing

into this world and we can carry nothing out. Having
food and raiment, let us be therewith content"? Oh
brethren, it is sadly to be feared that many who are in

haste to be rich, sacrifice their own souls, and the souls

of their families, to mammon. They toil day and night

to heap up riches for their children, and those riches

only serve to render their children dissipated and pro-

fligate. How is it possible that children should not,

when they see their parents' whole soul absorbed with
adding field to field and dollar to dollar, how is it pos-

sible they should not catch the contagion of avarice,
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and learn to think that the sole business of life is to

make money. This grasping disposition is apt, too, to

iTiake men cruel to their slaves, pushing and driving

them beyond what humanity and christian feeling will

justify, and making them utterly regardless of the

slave's spiritual interest. Whereas it is the master's

duty to have an affection for these helpless creatures,

committed to his care, and to be humane to their bodies

and merciful to their souls.

But there is one evil arising from this spirit of cove-

tousness, which has long prevailed to the serious detri-

ment of our Churches, and of which it is high time to

complain. This is the refusal of our people to give

their Ministers any adequate support. It is our duty
to declare to you the whole counsel of God, and one

part of this counsel is, that they who preach the gospel

should live of the gospel, that they who minister at the

altar should eat ofthe things offered on the altar. The
precept of the Scripture is so plain on this subject, tlmt

no one can read the 9th chapter of the Epistle to the

Corinthians, without seeing that Ministers have a right

to support from the people for whose souls they labour,

and that those people commit a sin who refuse him a

reasonable support. Yet how many zealous and faith-

ful Ministers have been obliged to abandon their charge

through want of necessaries for their families! How
many have left the country, while whole sections of

country present the heart-moving spectacle of thou-

sands of sheep without a shepherd to guide, to feed and
to protect them from the roaring lion who goeth about

seeking whom he may devour. How many neighbor-

hoods might have the gospel ministered to them regu-

larly every Sabbath day, by faithful servants of God, if

each man "would do his duty in contributing his just

portion to maintain his pastor. A Minister ought, St.

Paul says, to *'give himself to reading. " He must read

the word of God much in order to become *'apt to
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teach." And lie oufrht to Inive a (ew oilier good books,

at least, to assist liiin in the understanding of it. But
as things now go on, hOw can a Minister "j'ive liimself

to reading," when the necessities of his family take up
his whole time, or if he has a little time, he has no books.

We hope, brethren, you will take this exhortation in

good part, and seriously consider whether the curse of

God is not blighting our Churches for their ill judged
and unscriptural conduct in refusing Ministerial sup-

port. "Be not deceived brethren, God is not mocked,
he that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap cor-

ruption; but he that soweth to the spirit shall of the spir-

it reap life everlasting." If your parsimonious dispo-

tion makes us willing to go without a pastor's care, or

to have preaching very seldom, we shall pay the penal-

ty of our avarice by the leanness and barrenness of our

souls. The writer of these remarks feels the greater

liberty in addressing you on this subject, because, as he

is not dependent for his support on any congregation,

he catinot be suspected of selfish motives in urging you
to what he considers plainly commanded in the word of

God, and absolutely necessary to your soul's health.

**Now the God of peace make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which is well

pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be

glory for ever and ever. Amen."
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22.

The Association Sermon was delivered by Elder

Levi Andrews, from 2d Corinthians, 4th ch. 5th v.

The Ministers, and Delegates then convened in the

Meeting House for business. Prayer by Elder E.

Phillips.

1. Letters from the several Churches composing
this Association were handed in and read, and their

standing noted as follows:

—

[See next page.]

2. Appointed Elder E. Phillips Moderator.

3. Invited Corresponding Brethren to sit with us.

John Redin, from the Beulah Association; James E-
vans, from the Liberty; and Elder G. W. Purify, from
the Raleigh Association, seated themselves with us.

4. Invited Ministering Brethren to sit with us. El-

ders J. Dennis, J. Culpeper, Sen. and H. A. Wil-
cox, accepted the invitation.

5. Appointed George W. Thompson and David
Patterson a Committee of Finance, to receive the

contributions from the several Churches.
6. J. Culpeper, Sen., Wm. H. Merrittand Wm.

Wilson, with the Moderator and Clerk, a Commit-
tee of Arrangement.

7. Appointed Elders Dennis, Wilcox, Merritt,

Crutchfield, and Brother Wm. White, a committee
to inquire and report the cause why Religion is at

such a low state in the Churches.
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lO' Errors corrected in the Minutes of 1835.

.The Post OfRco for Mount Church is Long Mills; for San.

cly Creek Church, Lnnesville; for Antioch and Sandy Field

Churches, White Frost; and for Pleasant Grove Church,
Hackney's Cross Roads.

8. On motion, appointed J. Culpeper, Sen., H.
A. Wilcox and J. Dennis, to examine tiie letters

from the Churches, and report all important matter

that thej find in them.

9. Appointed Elders H. A.Wilcox, from Provi-

dence, Rhode Island, Agent of the A. B. H. M. So-

ciety; James Dennis, of the Raleig^h Association; and
N. Richardson, of this Association, to preach to-mor-

row.

10. On motion, adjourned till Monday, 9 o'clock.

Prayer by the Moderator.

SABBATH, OCTOBER 23.

Eider Jatnes Dennis preached from Job, 19th chap-
ter, 25th and 26th verses. H, A. Wilcox followed

him from John, 5th chapter, 25th verse. N. Rich-
ardson concluded the services of the day from Reve-
lations, 20th chapter, 11th and 12th verses.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24.

Met according to adjournment. Elder W. H
Merrit prayed at the opening of business.

I. The Committee of Arrangement reported, the

report concurred in, and the committee discharged.

S. Read the Rules of order.



3. The Committee of Finance reported that they

liad received from the Church $35 75^ and paid the

same over to the Treasurer.

4. As the Brother appointed to write a Circular has

failed to do so, on motion, Resolved^ That the Clerk

get 600 copies of the Tract called the Circular of the

Hudson River Association, on the subject of Commu-
nion, and attach them to these Minutes.

5. The Corresponding Brethren reported.—They
did not generally attend, but their reasons for not,

were satisfactory.

6. On motion, agreed that there be a committee of

three appointed to draw up Articles of the Faith of

Baptists, and present them to our next Association,

to be attached to our Minutes next year. Hooper,

.Phillips, and Richardson to be the committee.

7. The Committee on the Church Letters reported

tlie following:

The Committee appointed to examine the Letters

from the Churches and make out a digest for the Mi-
nutes, beg leave to report,—That in the Letters,

which, for the most part, contain only statistics, they

find nothing of interest which will not be embodied in

the usual Tables. But still, as they think that the

Letters might contain many facts and suggestions

which, if properly arranged anddigested, and publish-

ed in the Minutes, would render them interesting and

useful; they would j-ecommend the following resolu-

tion: Resolved^ That in their Letters to the Associa-

tion, the Churches are requested to insert in addition

to their statistics, a brief sketch of their history, the

general state of religion ximong them; any interesting

x'l/. rl'\7rv'. ,jj-^- ^ A-jo



facts which may have occurred among them^ the con^^

tlition and prospect of their Sunday Schools, Temper-

ance Society and Missionary Society; and also, any

suggestion or their views on any interesting subject

which they may deem worthy of the notice of the Asso-

ciation. JOHN CULPEPER, Chairman.

8. The Committee to whom was referred the Low
State of Religion, reported the following:

Your Committee to whom was referred the present

low state of religion in the Churches, and what are

the causes, beg leave to report the following:

1st. THE CAUSES.
1. We think that pride, arising from worldly pros*

perity. 2. A conformity to the world, its fashions,

and customs. 3. The neglect of secret prayer, self-

examination and personal holiness. 4. The neglect

of family prayer, and training up of our children in

the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 5. The o-

mission of keeping the Sabbath Day holy, and suffer-

ing our children and domestics to violate the holy

command. 6. We think that the making, using and
vending of ardent spirits, is a bane to the life of reli-

gion both in the soul of the individual and the com-
munity. 7. The neglect of the Bible, and attending

on the administration of the word of life.

2. THE REMEDIES.
1. We recommend self-examination, which is cal-

culated to humble the pride of the human heart. 2.

We recommend a strict observance of the exhortation

of the Apostle, *'be not conformed to this world, but
be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds,

that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable



and perfect will of God." 3. We recommend the

faithful discharge of secret prayer; "pray to thy Fa-
ther who seeth in secret, and thy Father who seeth in

secret shall reward thee openly," and by doing this,

you will keep your hearts in the love of God. 4. We
recommend the strict and faithful discharge ot family-

prayer, and so let your light shine before your fami-

lies. 5. We recommend a strict compliance with the

command of God, to observe the Sabbath Day to keep

it holy, that we neither violate it ourselves nor suffer

those under our charge to do it. 6. We recommend
the discontinuance of making, usingor vending of ar-

dent spirits, which is calculated to blunt the edge of

Christianity, and in proportion to the injurious influ-

ence of our example on the community, will be the

leanness and barrenness of our soulg. 7. We re-

commend the faithful and prayerful reading of God's
word, with a desire to learn our duty and with a firm

resolution to do what he has commanded us to do in

his word, and a strict attendance on the ministration

of his word, tliat our souls may be fed with the bread

of life.
,
Also, we would urge the discharge of faith-

fulness in watching over, reproving and rebuking one
another in love, and instead of whispering among our-

selves our brethrens' faults, do as the Lord hath said,

*'go and tell him his faults."

9. Appointed Corresponding Brethren to the fol-

,
lowing Associations, viz. Elders Merritt and Weav-
er to Flat River; Elder Andrews and Brother A. Tem-
ple to Raleigh; Elders Merritt, Richardson and Bro-

ther S. Moore to Pee Dee; Elders Crutchfield, Phil-

lips, Freeman, and Brother D. Patterson to Liberty/



l^lders Criilchfield, Hooper, and Freeman to the

Beaulah; Brethren J. Hutson, H. Dorsett, and Wm.
Wilson to the Yadkin.

10. On motion, appointed Brethren A. Temple,

D. Patterson, and J. Morrow, a ccmmiittee to receive

contributions for the Slate Cotivention.

11. Took up a Query from Mechanic Hill, and af-

ter some discussion, on motion, it was laid on the ta-

ble.

12. On application, aorecd that Cane Creek Church
have the liberty ol joining any other Association of our

faith, sliould they deem it expedient to do so,

13^ The following Resolutions were adop!e<l:

1. Whereas, information has been received since

the Association has been in session, of the unexpected
death of our beloved Brother, Luther Rice, who per-

sonally is known to most of us, and who, it will be re-

membered, was with us and preached at our last An-
niversary, and who has for many years been an active

and devoted servant of the Lord, who has been instru-

mental of great good in our Airu'rican, Zion, and who
will be held in joyful an<l everinsiifig retnembratice

by thousands of ransomed h^atht-ns, as one of the

prime movers of our great Missionary enterprise, by
which they u-ere brouuht to a knowledjie of (lie trulh,

Therefore Resolved, That while we bow with pro-

found rpsijrnafion to Jhis luysierious d'spensation of

an aliwise Piovidenre, we IVel it not otdy a duty that

we owe to our late broilser-, but a real privilege arid

pleasure', to express, ;is a body, (hehiiih e^.teem vvh.ich

we have ever lelt Im him a> a rhii^lian and a Minis-
ter <d'the Gospel; ilie jMeai veneraMon uhich we have
over borne to Ins ( iin'artrr. and the hea'tfeit satis-

laciion wiiii \\i:(!) we haM" witnessed his self detiy

ing and arn-i' ?; : Mv —

Rcsnfved, That r, ( e t l\ <\mpathize with the

Churrh of Nvhich bv- =
'*^4- Rire v\a5 an honoured and.
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worthy member, and witli the Institution of vvhieli he

was the tbuiuler; atid in view of the <i;reat loss wliich

they luve sustaitied by liis unexpected deatli, and that

we eainestly pv&y that God will raise up some one to

bear his mantle and fill his place in the christian

Church and comnuinitj.

2. Whereas, we have beheld with regret, the la-

mentable coldness prevalent throu<;hQut our Church-
es, arid observing that tb.ere are but few Heralds of

the Cross lisinsj;- up among us to publish peace and sal-

vation to |)erishiii;i!: sinners, after those who are now
blovvinij; Ihe Gospel Trumpet shall have mingled with

their inoMier <lusr.

Therefore liesolveiL That we observe the first Mon-
day in March, as a day of humiliation, fasting and

prayer, to Alnughty God, that he would send forth

m(»re labourers into his luirvrst.

Jiesolved, Jurfhermore, That we observe -the first

Monday in April, as a day of humiliation, fasting and

prayer to the Lord, fora revival of reli^iion among our

Churches, ajul throughout all Christendom.

3. \Vherv^is, we believe a knowledj^e of the Gos-

pel of our Lord Jesus Christ to be essential to the sal-

vation (»f men; whereas many of the inha!)i(ants of our

own country, in whose spiritual weltare we feel a

lively interest, are, to an alaiming extent, destitute

of the Gospel anil of the nutans of religious instruction

and improvement: And whereas, it is the sole object

of the American Baptist Hojoe Mission Society to sup-

ply such destitution, by sending Baptist Ministers to

the destitute regions as Missionaries:

Therefore Eesolved, That it is particularly binding

on us as a denomination, to do all in our power to

furnish the means of leligious instruction to every

creature in our land

:

JhsoioecL 'i'hat since tliis is the object of the A. B.

IL M. Society, we cordially approve of that Society,
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^nd recommend it to the confidence, prayers and lib-

eral support of the CIturches in this Association.

Resolved further, That we welcome Elder H. A.
Wilcox, an Agent of that Society, to our body, and
commend him to the affection oF the Churches and
friends of religion, hoping that thej vvill contribute

liberally to his important object.

After the above resolution was adopted, the Asso-
ciation suspended business till a coll|ction was taken

up among the Delejiates, in behalf of the A. B. H. M.
Society. Received Si23, and the same handed to El-

der H: a. Wilcox.

14. The Committee to receive contributions for the

State Convention, reported, that they received from

M. A. Phillips 50 cents; from Mt. Zion Church SIO;
Fail Creek do. g5; Bear Creek do. S5; from Solo-

tnon Dorsctt 50 cents; J. Williams 50 cents; Bethle-

hem Church S6 20; Mineral Springs Church S4 10;

Elder W. H. Merritt SlOO; for Judson's translation

of the Bible; ditto SlO; 85 for Home Mission; S5
for Education; A. Headen %\ 50; T. Weaver 50
cents; J. Freeman §1. On motion, appointed Elder

M. D. Freeman to convey the same to the State Con-
vention, and the committee paid over the same to said

Freeman.
15. Received a memorial from Bryant Boroughs,

prayinj; the Association to send a committee to Fall

Creek Church, to investigate a certain difficulty and
impart some counsel. Whereupon, seven brethren

were appointe<l, viz: Elders E. Crutchfield and Levi
Andrews; Brethren Win. White, Lindsey Edward
T. D. Oldham, John Hutson and Wm. Wilson d
the committee to meet at Fall Creek, Saturda_^ be-

fore the third Sabbath in December next.

16. Appointed the next annual meeting to be held

at the Mineral Spring Church, Chatham County, N.
C, on Saturday before the fourth Sabbath iti Octu-
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Wr, 183r;—And that. Elder Enoch Crutchfield preach

the Introductory Sermon^ M. D. Freeman bis alter-

nate.

17. Besolved^ That the thanks' of this Association

be tender€d to the Brethren and friends at Mount
Gilead, for theirhospitality and kindness to us, as an

Association, durit»^ the present Session.

18. Resolved^ That 600 copies of these Minutes be

printed, and that the Clerk superintend.the same.

19. (By hequicst. ) Besofved, That there be a

Camp Meeting held at Mount Gilead, commencinj*-

Friday'before the second Sunday in October, 1837,

and that the Ministers of this Association feel bound
to attend, with all others who may attend on the oc-

casion.

20. Adjourned. Prayer bv Ehler J. Dennis.

ELI PHILLIPS, Moderulor.

NOAH PaCHARDSON, Clerk

REPORT of the Treasurer, for each year, since his last:*

In 1833, before the Minutes of that year were printed^ ther.c

was ill tlie Treasury -

Received from the Committee of Finance of 183i,'

Do. do. 1835,

Do. do. 1836,

Tola], J

Credit.—For Printing Mi|iut.es in 1833,
Clerk's Fees, do.

Printing Minutes in 1834,

Clerk's Fees, do. ,

Printing Minutes in 1835,

Clerk's Fees, do.

Credit—Total,

jmaining yet in the Tronsury, $38 272
NOAM RlCHAPvDSON, Treasurer,

aao 87^
' 30 20
3b 95
35 75

$135 77^,

$30 00
10 00

20 GO
10 00

17 50
10 00

S97 .50

*See his Report in the Minutes of 1833.



W'^^.

OF THE

OF titfe

SANDY CREEK

HELD AT

(JfluHtm'^s fChapcl^

UANDOLPH COtJNTV, N. c
On t)ve Sattirdmj before the 4fh Lord's Day in Oc-

t&beTy 1838, and^days following.

FAYETTEVltLE:

0^ *

PRINTED BY EDWARD J. HALE.

; 1839.



#
I

I



SATURDAY, 12 o'clock.

The Kev. Samuel Wait, of W:ike Forest Institute,

beinur present, was requested to deliver the Introdnr-

tory Sermon. He did so, and preached from 2d
'J'hessalonians, 3d chapter, ist and 2d verses: "Fi-

nally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the

Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as

it is with you. And that we may be delivered from

unreasonable and wicked men; for all men have not

faith."

The Ministers and Delegates then convened for

business. Prayer was offered up to Almighty God
for Divine assistance by Elder AVra. H. Merritt.

1. On motion, the Letters from the Churches com-
posing the Association were called for and read, and

their standing noted as follows:

—

(See Table.)

2. Chose Win. H. Merritt Moderator.

3. A general invitation was given by the Modera-
tor to Ministering Brethren who were not Delegates

to take seats with us. Elder Artemas Shatluck took

a seat accordingly.

4. Made an inquiry if there were any Correspond-

ing }3rethren present; whereupon, Elders Eli Car-

rell, Benjamin Lanier and Brother D. Hufman, with

Minutes from the Liberty Association; Eider Samuel
Wait and Brother Wm. Haul, with a Letter from the

Pee Dee; T. D. Oldham and James Crutchfield,

from the Beulah Association; Samuel P. Norris,

iVoin the Paleigh Association, with Minutes: Eldei



Richnrd Jacks, with Letter and Minutes from the

Yadkin Association; |)resented testimonials of their

appointment, and were affectionately received.

5. Appointed Wm. Bridges and David Patterson

n Committee to receive the contribution from the

Churidies to pay for printinn^ Mmutes, (tc,

6. Appointed Samuel Wait, Eli Carrell, liichard

Jacks and David Patterson, with the Moderator and

Clerk, a Committee to arrange the business of the

Association, and report on Monday, at the sitting of

the Association.

7. M. D. Freeman, T. D. Oldiiam, with the Clerk,

a Committee to examine Corresponding Minutes,

and report, all interesting matter.

,
8. On motion, appointed Ijinsey Edwards, Isaac

Durham, Enoch Ci-utchfield, "William Bridges, Wm.
3?eace and Johji Tlutson a Committee to receive con-

tributions for the Baptist State Convention of North
Carolina.

9. Elders Samuel Wait and Richard Jacks (diosen

by ballot to preach on Sabbath.

10. The Circular Letter, written by Elder M. D.
Freeman, was presented on being called for, and ror

ferred to the Committee of Arpangement for exai^i-

iv.iiion,

Adjonrned tiii Monday, 9 o'^'it>ck, A. M. Prayep

by the Cierk.

SUNDAY, 10 o'clock, A. M.

Assembled a< the Stand, and met a large congrega-

tion. Elder Riciiard Jacks introduced the services,

3nd preached from Hebrews, Pith chapter, 7th verse:

"By faith Noah, being -warned of God of things not

seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an adv to the

-saving of his house, by the which he condemiiG^J the



world, nnd hecama lieir of the righteousness which

13 hy faith."

From an arrano;emcnt hot ween Kic.lianlsoii (who
was to preach a Sermon in behalf of the Convention,)

and Wait, the latter preached the Convention Sermon
from Habakuk, 3(1 chapter, 2d verse: "0 Lord, I

have heard tliy speech, and was afraid; Lord, re-

vive thy work in ilie midsi of the years; in the midst

of the years make known; in wrath remember mer-

cy." j*ulilic. collection was then taken up in behalf

of the Convention. Both the Brethren preached un-

der very unfavorable circumstances. A strong torna-

do was blowing from a Western direction, which
prevented the people from hearing so as to under-

stand, scarcely any distance *Vom the stage. A hea-

vy shower of rain succeeded, which broke up the

assembly from the Stand. Richardson then went in-

to the Church, and concluded the services from St.

Joim, 5th chapter, 22d verse: "For the Father judg-

eth no man; but hath committed all judgment unto

the Son."
We know not now v^hnt good was done, but we

hope the day of final retiiKntion will tell that the la-

bor of that day was not in vain in the Lord.

MONDAY, 9 o'clock, A. M.

Met according to appointment. Prayer by T. D,
Oldham, of the Beulah Association, and then pro-:

ceeded to business.

1. Called the names of the Delegates, who an-r

swei'cd in regular order.

2. The Committee of Arrangement reported. Re-
port concurred in and tlie Committee discliarged.

3. The Rules of Decorum fur the government of

this Association read.



4. The Committee of Finance reported tliat they
have received from the several Churches $33 60, and
had paid the same over to the Treasurer. The Re-
iport received and the Committee discharged.

5. The Committee to receive funds for the Con^
vention reported:

—

Puhlic collection on Sunday, 815 68;r

Mount Zion Church, 10 00
Elder VVm. H. Merritl, 10 00

Total, $35 684
' All of which is to be equally divided between the

three objects of the Convention. Committee dis-

charged.

6. On motion, appointed Elders M. D. Freeman,
Wm. H. Merritt, and Brother Aui^ustus W. Bynum,
Delegates for tiiis Association to the Baptist State

Convention of Morth Carolina,, awd that we send by
ihera the above contribution.

7. The Committee on Corresponding Minutes, &c^

reported that they find nothing particularly interest-

ing in them.

8. On motion, adopted t'n following resolutions:

Resolved, That this Association feels a deep in-

terest in the welfare of the Wake Forest Institute.

Resolved, seeomlly. That we deem it our duty to

aid the Institute as we may be able by our contribu-

tions, a!id to remember it in our pra3'ers.

Resolved, thirdly, 'i'hat, considering the great

value of the Recorder fy Uatchman to the cause of

iJlirist, we earnestly recommend it to the patrouage

>of the Churches composing this body.

9. On motion. Resolved, That the Articles of

Faith, and Constitution, as adopted by the Associa-

ftion when held at Brusli Creek Meetino- House, Ran-



(lolpli County, on the 26tli dnj of October, A. I).-

1816v be appended to these Minutes.

10. The Conjnnittee to whom the Circular Letter

Avas referred for examination, recommend its adop-

tion, and, on motion, Resolved, That it be annexed

t<) these Minutes.

11. The Corresponding Brethren reported. Many
of them did not go to the Associations to which tliey

were appointed, but their excuses were satisfactory.

Those that did attend, stated they were cordially re-

ceived.

12. Appointed Corresponding Brethren to the fol-

lowing Associations, viz: To FlaV River, held on Sa-

turday before the 3d Sunday in October, Thomas
"Weaver, Samuel Baldwin, Linsey Edwards and An-
derson Gean; To the Raleigh, to be held on Satur-

day before the second Sunday in October, and days

following, at Muddy Spring, in Moore County, Le-
vi Andrews, Eli Phillips and Noah Richardson; To
Beulah, held on the 1st Sunday in August, at Mill

Creek, in Person County, Enoch Crutchfield, Wm,
Bridges, Wra. H. Merritt, Henry Dorsett; To Pee
Dee, held on the third Sunday in October, at Sa-

ron, Richmond County, Eli Phillips, Wm. Reace,
Lane Hutson, Benj. Phillips and Artemas Shattuck;:

To Liberty, held on the second Sunday in August,
at Piney Woods Meeting House, Davidson County,
near the Yadkin River, M. D. Freeman, John Hut-
;5on, Artemas Shattuck, Gera Lane; To the Yadkin,
Enoch Crutchfield, Wm. Willson and Lane Hutson,

13. The Honorable Committee, David Patterson,

Henry Dorsett, Wm. Bridges, Hardy Lasater, Lin-
sey Edwards,^ Samu€l Molhtt and Wm. Barbee, who
were appointed at the last Association on a petition

from Peter P. Smith, and also one from Fisher A,
Demons, to visit Reaves' Chapel, &c., handed in the
following Report:

—



The Coniiniltec to Visit Reaves' Cliapcl bej^ ledv^

to ro|)t)rt the following: We attended at Reaves'

t'hapel, according to the appointment ot the AssoeU
ation, and were received by the ChUfch, and pro-

t-eeded to examine into the proceedings of said Church
relative to their excommunicating teeter P. Smith
and Fisher A. Demons, and, after hearing a state-

ment of their conduct and the proceedings of thfi

Church against them, do unanimously approve of the

Church's conduct in excommunicating them.

DAVID PATTERSON, Ch'n,

14. Apjjointed Mark Andrew Phillips to write the

hext Circular Address.

15. On hiotion, :Reso/ue^/, To reiiew the Befetiort

Meetings in the bounds of this Association. JFirst

Section to be h6ld at ^eai* Creek, Chatham Coiittly,

on the first Sabbath in April next, I^lders Wm. H-.

Merritt, Enoch Crutchfteld and Thomas Weaver lo

attend it. The second Section to be at Mount Zion-,

t)range County, on the second Sabbath in May next,

Elders Wm. H. Merritt, Noah Richardson and Levi

Andrews to attend it. Th6 fourth Section to be held

^t Mount Gilead, Chatliam County, on the fourth

Sunday in April, Elders Eli Phillips, Artemas Shat-

tuck, M. D. Freeman and Wm. H. Meri'itt to attend

it.

18. Appointed the next Association to be at Anti-

'och. Orange County, N. C, commencing on Satur-

day before the 4th Sunday in October, 1830;—and

\i is desirable that (he Delegates, and particularly the

Ministers, should go prepared to stay longer than the

usual time.

17. On motion, appointeti Noali Richardson to

preach the introcUictory Sermon; in case of failure,

Enoch Crutchfield.

18. On motion, N. Richardson appointed to preach

.v?/!?^ ^7h6 H(i?(p Q/1
'/^^'^
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the Sermon in behalf of the Conveiilion, at 12 o'clock

on Sabbath.

19. On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this

body be given to those who have accommodated and

supported the Association.

20. On motion, JResolved, That 600 copies of

these Minutes be printed, and distributed according

to the contribution from each Church.

Adjourned. Prayer by 'W D. Oldham.
WM. H. MERRITT, Moderator,

NOAH RICHARDSON, Clerk.

PI11]\CIFI.EIS OF FxltTM.
Article I. We believe that there is only one true

and living God; the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, c-

qual in essence, power and glory; yet these are not

three Gods, but one God.
H. That tlie Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-

taments are the word of God, and only rule of faith

and practice.

HI. That Adam fell from his original state of pu-
rity, and that his sin is imputed to his posterity: That
human nature is corrupt, and that man, of his own
free will and ability, is impotent to regain the state

in which he was primarily placed.

IV. We believe in election from Eternity, effectu-

al calling by the Holy Spirit of God, and justifica-

tion in his sight only by imputation of Christ's right-

eousness: And we believe that those who are thus e-

lected^jiffectually called, and justified, will persevere,
through grace, to the end, that none of them be lost.

V. We believe ti\at there wdl he a resurrection
from the dead, and a general or universal Judgment;
and that the happiness of the righteous and punish-
ment of the wicked will be eternal.

VI. That the visible Church of Christ is a con-
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^^rcgation of faithful persons, wiio have attained fel-

lowship with each other, and have given themselves

up to the Lord and one another, having- agreed to

keep up a Godly discipline, according to the rules

of the Gospel.

VII. 'J'hat Jesus Christ is the Great Head of the

Church, and that the government thereof is with the

body.

VIII. That Baptism and tlic liord's Supper are

ordinances of the Lord, and to bo continifed by his

Church until his second coming.
IX. Thai true believers are ll»e only fit subjects of flap-

tisrn, and that lajmersion is the only mode.
X. Tliat the Clnirch has no ri^^ht to admit any but rpj,'idar

'^ba[)tisedCburcij members to Communion at the Lord's Table.

COASTlTfJTlOi^
Of the Sandy Creek Baptist ^S^ssocial ion.

AnricLK 1. The Association sl)all be composed of mem-
bers, not exceetbng- three from each Church, chosen by the

different Cluirclies in our union, best qnahfied, in th^-ir

jiidg-menl, to represent them in the Association; who, by
producing- letters from their respective Churches, certifyinic

their appointments, shall be ent'tled to seats.

Jl, In the letters from the different Cliurches shall be ex-

pressed the number Baptised, Received by Letter, Restored,

I)isn)issed, Kxcommunicateil, and Dead, since the last As-

sociation; aho, the total number in fellowship, togel'icr

Avith the contributio!) forwarded.

III. Tlie members thus chosen and convened shall liave

«u) power to lord it over God's heritage; nor shall ihty u»-

frin^^e on any of the internal ri^;hts of any Cliurcli to the

Unu)n; hut sliall set oidy as an advisary cotincd.

W. The Associaiion shall elect a Moderator and Clerk,

the former annually by the sufffM^-es of the members pse-

sent, the letter to retain his oflice during- good beha^J'ur.

V. The Association shall have power to tvilhdraw U-nn\ n-

ny Church in her unir)ii ulio sliall knowingly and willingly

xiidate the Constitution, or depart (rom the orthodox prin-

ciples of Religion

.

VI. Amendments to (he n!)ove p|;.n shall be ma(l<» onl) by

tlie toncvinence of two-thirds ol the members of Ihe Asso-

cidtiun present.

J
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Dearly beloved Brethren:
We feel grateful to the Supreme Ruler of

the Universe, for his unmerited goodness to us. We
rejoice that his providential kindness has been exert-

ed in sustaining our mortal existence on earth, until

our 80ili Anniversary lias summoned us away from the vari-

ous avocations of life, to ••sit log-elher in heavenly places in

Christ Jesus." While we rejoice tliat "the goodness ofthe

Lord endureth forever," we feel bound to confess, wilh

^reai contrition of soul, our inpjratitnde to Him, in that we
iiHve not humbled ourselves under his sovereignly; and al-

though our land has, to human appearance, been tjreatly

threatened wlih the sore famine, from the dmulh of Sum-
mer, yet many appear unconscious of the hand from whence
all our temporal as well as spirittial blessings are derived.

])ear Brethren, we invite your attention at present to di^ni-

1i/ nf Christian character. The first proof of the good se»-d

• if" the (iospel having taken root in the soul is, that il makes
the conscience tender, the heart tender, the feelings tender.

A drop of rain or dew will bend the feeble leaf down to the

cold ground, and the slightest breath of wind will make it

tremble. We know too well by experience the anxieties

of an awakened and inquiring mind, to trifle even for a mo-
ment with its solicitude. The awakened conscience cannot
look back upon past guilt and folly, without meeting emo-
tions of grief and shante. We are shocked at the review of

our ]iast life, even if there be no enormities d/irkening the

retrospect. We cannot look forward to the wiles <)f Sataii,

or the snares of the world, without shrinking with dread
from the bare idea of being betrayed and entangled again

Jiy otir old habits and temptations. The heart quivers lest

its holy res«ilutions should fail. We cannot look within

without being alternately pained, ashamed and alarmed, to

iind so much ignorance, coldness and deadness in regard lo

eternal things. Wherever we look, we see that which
makes us say with .)nb, *'I abhor myself, and repent in dust

and ashes." The awakened sinner is afraid to assume the

Christian name, althoiigh all .his soul is intent upon being

••altogether" a Christian. In the 'I'emple he worships and
weeps like the publican. In the closet he sometimes feels

like the sinking apostle upf)n the stormy sea, when he cried

out, "Lord save, or I perish!"

In his inmost soul, he feels that if the Lord do save him,

it will be one of tb.e •vonders of sovereign and free grace.
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Kven in tlie world, and while btisies', he c;innot forget whst
he ffit in tlie sanctuary and the chisft. when the solemni-

ties and glories of salvation and eternity opened npon hn
mind. He must pause now and then, wherever he is, to

steal a glance at his soul and the Saviour of souls. Tins is

tlie living', though lowly, plant of grace in the heart. O!
watch it, water it, prize it highly, expose it fully and fre-

quently to the sweet influences of the Holy Spirit, and of

the sun of righteousness. It is of immense, of infinite im-

portance, to guard against self-deception, and hasty con-

clusions in our own favor. Many have deceived themselves,

and we also are prone to mistake. But still it is not fear a-

lone tlial will prevent self deception. Merely keeping
••watch and ward" upon the heart may keep out hypocrisy,

hut it does not let in iiope, and while ho]De is not aclmitted,

tlie best feelings will not ripen into principles, nor fix the

character. Now, when the serious, in their fear of deceiv-

ing themselves, and in their solicitude to be right, do no-

thing but suspect and qtiestion, and toiture as on a rack,

their own feelings, desires and motives, instead of acting up-

on their convictions of duty and iliterest, how can they make
any progress in happiness or holiness' There is nothing to

remove your guilt, if there be not enough in the work of
Christ and the word of God to banish it. The work of tlie

Spirit is to glorify the Saviour by showing us from the word
that Christ has done enough to warrant hope, and also to

show us what is bad in ourselves, and that that is so much
and so bad that there is nothing between us and perishing

but the blood of Christ. Throw yourselves therefore upon
him at once, an:l ft-ar not, for "he is able to snve unto the

uttermost." The work of grace proceeds from tenderness
of heart on to strength of principle. The convert ventures,

after many struggles and fears, to avow himself as a convert

.

He goes t)penly, although timidly, over to the "Lord's
side," his convictions of duly and interest are too strnng for

his fears, and he gives himself to the Church as well as to

the Lord, "according to the will of God," and having done
so deliberately and solemnly, from that moment he hf)lds

himself pledged and bound by all that is sacred to fulfil his

vows and maintain his character. Still, however, his cha-

racter is not formed as a whole, but is forming, and exhi-

bits a fine development of character, not for display, but for

growth in grace. It is not character put on f<>r the occa-

sion, but put forth from principle. It is the elTect not of an

ellbrt, but of the sweet und sunctif\ing influence of sciious
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-thouf»-ht, fervent prayer, gmd unnsiijil ftrllowship with expe.
rier.Cfd Cl)ristians. He is acting* out lus convictions of (Ui,

ty and propriety, his sense of fjcralitude and oblig-ation, from
strenptli of principle, displayed in ripe character.

The work, h')wever, is new to liim; he is breaking" off old

habits and forming' better. But his new habits do not set-

tle at once; even tlie old ones seem as if ihey would resume
their dominion. He finds that lie is not so much reconciled

to a'l the path of duty as he is to the way of salva'ion. He
sees and feels that there is more of work and warfare befcue

liim than he jrnapfined at the outset. 'I'Ue question arises

at last, "Can 1 v;o on"* The pause of the s<nil at this peri-

od is awful. Going" on seems hopeless; going- back is hor-

rid. Back to sins whic!) have rtmg my heart; back to hab-
it:* which ruin my soul; back to company which lean never
bear; back from the mercy-seat, though g'oing- on to the

judgment seat; back from the Cross, and Hell meeting- me.
Here is tlie struggle between the flesh and the spirit, be-

tween the old an({ new natures. Tl)is, however, is the

storm which strengthens his principles, by striking- their

roots deeper in tlie soul. He is afraid to g-o forward, but

still more afraid to go back;—he resolves, by "the grace of
God," to run the race set before him.

If we would be flourishing" and fruitful in old age, we
mtist be planted "in the house of the I.ord." A halfhearted

attachment to Divine ordinances will leave our character

but half formed and very iinripe.

Maturity of Christian character hg.s always been connect-

ed with an intimate acquaintance with the word of God. It

is, indeed, usually connected with love of reading good
books in g-eneral. When the word of God "dwells in us'

richly in alJ wisdom and spiritual understanding." we can

speak a word in season t«» them wlio are weaiy; can sanctiry

I

passing events by the suitable application of some text, and
jcan throw lig^lit and loveliness upon i>:eneral con* ersation bv
the timely and happy introduction of some "lively oraole."

Siicli a Christian, by his pi-omptness and prudende in

handling the word of God, makes us feel that it is Wt)rih

knowing; that it is sharp and powerful; and that it is iruieKl

a light to the feet, and a lump to the patlj, llc-member this,

and be aware that intimacy with the Holy Scriptures is inti-

mately connected witl» the matuiity of a holy diaracler.

Clirislian character is much promoted by Christian felhiw-

ship. . Tl-.e fellowship of a C^Mirch, in which the members
Viijow scnjiething nf each other's rrli^nous expeii-nct', Uu(Uti»
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mntnal fiiendsliips, which lend on fo mii!u;»l coiifulence; nne

ami anotlier become attached to eacli other, and ho\(\ them-
si.'lves reciprocally pledged to live and love as heirs together

of the grace of life. The happy influence of such friend-

ships is incalc(dable; yt»u ritver knew an eminent Christian

among those wlio have no pions friends. AH the believers"

uho have won our esteem, and been at all useful in the

Church of Ciirist. have given their confidence to some of
tl)eir friends and gained iheir's rn return. How much some
of us owe to our inleicourse vviih jtulicious and experienced
Christians.

What sveet couns 1 we have Iiad with some who are de-

parted and gone home to gTory, Dignity {)f Christian'

character is much promoted, by discoveiing the influence

which weight and worth of character secure.

The higli estimation in which sterling character is held,

has a mighty influeivce in [)roducing and sustaining it. Na
sooner does the Christian discover that he has obtained a

dignified character, than all his soul rushes into a high reso-

Kiiion to keep it. He feels through all his soul, that it i»

worth keeping, both for its own sake, and for the esteem it

secures. He sees as in the light of eternity, that no gain-

or indulgence which lovvers his character could make liim

so hapf)y as his good name does.

Dignity of Cliristian character is much promoted by find-

ing that we can be of some use both in the world and in the

Church. This is a discovery which has a holy influence

upon Christian character. In general it is really a discovery.

Very few pious persons step forward to be useful from arv

idea that they liave talents to be u'Seftd. They are drawtv

forward from sympathy to visit the sick, to advise the poor,

or pour the "balm of Gilead" into the "contrite heart," It

is a snui'co of grent enjoyment to the Christian, to find that

he is not Unacceptable, nor altogether unsticcessful. I'hut

he* is eiicotu-ageci to do what he caii to promote the go(>d of
«)ther>; when, lo! he soon discovers new motives j'or the

maintenance nf his ovvn character. He must not defeat his

priyers nor his advice by his oV*n' example. He feels that

he is pIfdgKl, solemidy pledged, and bound to give weijiht

to hi^exertions by the worth of his cliaracter. What would
that poor man, that p(,or W(jman, that aflVcted person, or

ymiig person, whom I have visited and counselled, iliink, if

I were \n avA unworthy «>l my prolVssion '' Tliis is fine bal-

Its! in ti)e s'onnv sea of life; we cannot cari-y too much of
it. I lie liials ot life h:-.ve a miglity iiiflutnce in maturing
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Qhrislian character. As the sharp winds and frost of Au-
tumn, as well as ihe suii of SMrnmer, assist in ripening the

Corn, so the afflictions and calan\i»ies of life, as well as the

means of f^race, aid in nf^aturin_^ the character. AVhat, in-

deed, would any of us have been, had not the rod of Provi-

dence, 'IS well as the sceptre of g'lace, touched us at some
tender point. It^is ru»t David alone who has verifii d the

oracle, "It is good for me that I'was afflicted." You never

yet saw a moiher in Israel, nor a virgin of Judah, whom in '

all things you wished to resemble, who were not purified in

the furnace. Be not too much afraid of God's furnace. It'

consumes nothing but dross. You vvouhl not. have been
what you are, but for its purifying influenq^'^ and therefoie,

-

what you wish to be, may involve the necessity of new trials

of both your faiUi and patience. Their trial, however, is

more precious than that of fine gold. Hold fast that thou
hast until I come, and I will give ihee a crown of life.

WM. H. MKUUITT, Moderator.

NOAH RICHAUDSON, Cltrk.

\

m
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TROCEEDINGS.

SATURDAY, October 24.

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Elder

Enoch Crutchfieki.

The Ministers and Delegates assembled for busi-

ness, and after praise and prayer by N. Richard-

son, the Letters from the Churches were called for

and read, and th^ir statistics noted, as the Table
sfiovvs. \^Tlie Table shows no contribution from
Friendship and Mount Carmel. We suppose they
sent contrih?ftion, but it vjus not stated in their

Letters. The Coraynitiee of Finance onltj reported

the sum total.']

On motion, appointed Elder Eli Phillips Mode-
rator, and Elder Artemas Shattu.ck Assistant Clerk.

Inquired for Corresponding Brethren. From the

Flat River Association, Noah Trice, with some
Minutes of that Association; From Raleij^h Associa--

lion, Samuel P. Norris, with Minutes; From Liber-
ty, Isaac Beasoii and John (3iiatles, with Minute?;
From Yadkin, Barton Roby and Wm. tlamner,
with Minutes; From Pee Dee, Alexander Leach,
ivith a cerliiicate showing- l\is appointment; From
Beulah, George W. Purify. All of whom were in-

vited to, and accepted, seats with us.

George W. Thomoi^on and Henry Dorsett were
,

appointed a CommUtee to receive Contributioii?
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from the Churolies, to defray the expense of printr

ing Minutes, &:c.

A. Shattuck, B. Roby, E. Crutchfield and T.
Weaver, with the Moderator, a Committee to ar-

range the business of this Association, and report

on Monday morning.
Invited Ministering Bretliren, who were not Del-

egates, to sit with us. Elder J. McDaniel of Fay-
eiteville, and Wni. Wilson of tliis Association, ac-

cepted the invitation, and took seats.
.

'J'he Circular Letter was called for, banded in,

and referred to the Committee of Arrangement for

examination.

Appointed Elders J. McDaniel, N. Richardson,
and Brantley, to preach on Sabbatli.

The Committee receiving the Contributions from
the Cliurches, reported, that they had received Thir-

ty-four Dollars and Eighty-seven Cents,—the mo-
ney paid over to the Treasurer, and the Committee
discharged.

G. W. Thompson, Wm. H. Bridges, J. Fooshee
and Wm. White, as a Committee to receive Funds
for the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina,

On motion, agreed that N. Richardson adapt liis

Sermon on Sabbath to the subject of Missions, and
that there be a public collection taken up after the

same is deliverjed, in behalf of the Convention of

this State.

Adjourned till 9 o'clock on Monday morning.

Prayer by the Moderator.

SABBATH.

The services of this day commenced at 9 o'clock

in the Meeting House. Brother McDaniel preach-

ed from Isaiah, 8th ch., 20th v.: '-'To the law and



U) tliG testimony; if they speak not according to this

word, it is because there is no light in them."
After a short intermission the Congregation as-

sembled at the stage, and N. Richardson addressed

them from Mark, 16th ch., 15lh v.: '^'Go ye into

all the world, and preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture." After the Sermon, the collection for the

Convention was taken up. A short recess, and

brother Brantley concluded the services of the day;

—preached from Gal., 6lh ch., 7th and 8th verses:

"Be not deceived;. God is not mocked. For what-

. soever a man soweth, that shall he reap. For ho
that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap cor-

ruption; but he that soweth to the spirit, shall of

the spirit reap life everlasting." Good attention

was given to the Word, and we hope good will re-

sult, it "being mixed with failh in them that heard

it."

MONDAY, 9 o'clock.

The Association met pursuant to adjournment.
The Moderator prayed at the opening of business.

The Delegates' names were called, and the Kules
of Decorum read.

The Committee of Arrangement reported. The
report received and the Committee discharged.

Corresponding Brethren to sister Associations

reported, that they generally attended and were
cordially received.

Appointed John Beaver, Thomas Weaver, and
Wm. H. Mirritt, to attend the Flat River Associa-

tion, to be held at Mount Moriah, Orange County,
the second Sabbath in August; Ensley Council and
Daniel Johnson to the Raleigh, to be held at Holly
Spring in Wake County, on llie second Sabbath in

October; Enoch Crutchfield, Isaac Durham, and



Anderson Jean, to the Reulali; Lain A. Hutsonand
Levi Andrews to the Liberty, to be held at New
Friendship, Stokes County, on the second Sabbatli

in August; Atlas Gilbert and Artemas Shattuck to

the Pee Dee, to be held at Ebenezer, Montgomery
('ounty, on the third Sabbath in October; Warren
Brooks and Eii Phillips to the Yadkin, to be held

at Damascus, 14 miles North of Statesville, in Ire-

dell County, on the first Sabbaih in October.

The Preachers who were appointed to attend

Section Meetings reported satisfactorily.

Eli Phillips and N. Richardson appointed to at-

tend the second Section Meeting at Shady Grove,

the third Sabbath in August; Warren Brooks, E-
noch Crutch iield, and Aaron Wamble, to attend the

third Section Meeting to be held at Sandy Field,

the fourth Sabbath in May; Eli Pliillips, N. Rich-

ardaon, and Warren Brooks, to attend the fourth

Sec ion Meeting to be held at Rock Spring, the se-

cond Sabbath in May.
The Committee who were to receive funds for

the Baptist State Convention, reported—Public

collection on Sunday, $19 20. The Association

made up $11 08 more, making in all $30 38, which

sum is to be sent to ihe Board of the Convention;

and we appoint G. W. Tiiompson, E. Crutchfield,

and Haywood Stone, to carry the same to the meei-

iug of that body in Raleigh, the fifth Sabbath in

November.
Tiie committee who examined the Circular Letr

ter, recommended its adoption. On motion, order-

ed, that the Letter be appended to these Minutes.

On motion, Rewlved,' Th^t the Circular Letter

hereafter be read before the Association prior to its

adoption.

On motion, appointed John Ilntson to write a

Circular for next year.



The committee who were sent to Lick Creek
Church, on the petition of Harlin Beaver and others,

reported, that they attended to that appointment,

and effected a reconciliation.

The Brethren appointed to visit Fall Creek
Church, to ascertain why she did not represent lier-

self for the two last years in the Association, stated

that they did not visit that Church; and as there is

still no delegation from her this year, appointed bre-

thren John llutson, Wm. Bowen, Lain A. Hutson,

and Henry Dorsett, to visit tiiat Church before next

Association, and know of her why she does not cor-

respond with the Association, and give such in-

struction and admonition as they may deem expe-

dient.

The Ministers and Bi'ethren appointed as a Pres-

bytery, to go to Sandy Creek, to ordain JMinisters

and Deacon, stated that they had attended to the

appointment, and examined and ordained William
Wilson to the work of the Ministry.

The next Association to be held with the Bear
Creek Church, in Chatham county, commencing Sa-

turday before the 4th Lord's Day in October, 1841.

Elder Warren Brooks to deliver the Association

Sermon, on Saturday at 12 o'clock. William Wil-

son in case of failure.

Adjourned till time and place above mentioned.

Prayer by J. McD-jniel.

FLI PMTLLIPS, Moderator.
NOAH RICHARDSON, Clerk.
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7'o Ihs Ministers and Messengers composing the
Sandy Creek Association:

Dear Brethren,
The subject on which we

are about to address you, is the duty of Family"
Prayer. We can think of no subject at present'

which seems to be of more importance to the Church-
es, and especially to those members who are the

heads of families, which have not been treated upon
in some of our Circulars, either (irst or last. And
although the Churches have l>een thus addressed

from year to year, on various subjects of deep in-

terest, we fear in a great many instances they have
failed to have the desired effect. We shall, how-
ever, in treating on the subject now under conside-

ration, endeavor to do our duty, and leave the con-

sequences witii the Lord. We wish lo be under-

stood as having no intention to cast the least reflec-

tion on any of our Brethren, for if we can do no

good, we wish to do no harm. We shall give our

views princi])ally from experience and observation;

meanwhile we think that the Scriptures fully eotab-

iish our ideas. So then, v.'e suppose that it will be

acceded to on all hands, that Family Prayer is a

duty, and not the least among many otliers enjoin-

ed by our Saviour on all his followers, who are the

lieads of families. Lest, hov»'ever, t'lis should not

be acknowledged by all, and as we are aware too

t«irat there are masiy excuses mada to get shut of
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complying v/Ith this duty,—some therefore may
say, and we liave no doubt iiave said, in order to

justify themselves in the neglect of this duty, that

we have no positive command in Scripture for Fam-
ily Prayer. Dear Brethren, let us not be deceived;

for God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man sow -

eth that shall he reap. And again, what says the.

same Apostle? 'Jliey that sow to the spirit, shall

of the spirit reap life everlasting; but they that sou-

to the flesh, 'fhall of the flesh reap corruption. Vic

\vould now humbly ask, which looks most like

sowing to the spirit, that professor who devotedly

prays in his family, or he who neglects it? The
answer must be in the afllrmative. And moreover,

our Saviour says that men should pray every wiiere:

that they should pray without ceasing; lifting up
holy hands without wrath or doubting. Think ye

that these high commands of o\ir Saviour can be

faithfully complied with, and Family Prayer left

r)ut? We think the idea to bo absurd.' Moreover,
mark the case of Cornelius. He was a devout man;
one that feared God with all his house, and prayed
1o God alway;—he fasted and prayed in his house.

And what follows? There appeared an angel be-

fore hiai in bright clothing, and saivl, Cornehu?',
thy prayer is heard, and thine alms arc had in re-

membrance in the sight of God. Also the case of

Daniel. He prayed three times a df»y in his house,
with his windows open towards Jerusalem, nor

fearing the wrath of the King. And hence we find.

when he was cast into the lion's den, God, sent hi^

angel and delivered him. Surely this is enouc^h t/>

:«top our mouths, if we neglect family prayer, and
make U5 feel guilty. There are others, we have
good reason to believe, who allow that they have
not a suflicient gift to pray in their families; and yet
-these very perst^.^^., in eveVy other riJspeeU possess
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^ifls and utiuerstandlng sufncicnl to manoge all

iheir secular aiTairs lo advantng-e. They can biiy

and sell, and get gain, and lay up treasure on earth

for themselves and their children, whether they lay

up treasure in Heaven or not. We think, moreo-
ver, that every man possesses soaie gift or talent

whicli should be improved, and especially the j)ro-

fessor of Religion. We cap.not believe that it is

comnfion for persons to possess true godliness with-

out having read and prayed, and endeavored to in-

form llieir minds in liie best possible manner; and
ufier all Uiis to nciileot Family Prayer, seems to us

li) be bin loo much like the slothful servant, who
(ligged in the earth and hid his Lord's money.—
Tliere are many others who acknowledge tliis duty

but seldom perform it. They once felt deeply con-

cerned on die subject, so much, so tliat tliey could

not live i?atisfied without endeavoring to pray in

tlieir ij.imilies; but inasmuch as the performance of

this duty is a cross to nature, and many barriers lie

in thiG way, after a lapse of some months we have

sutTered our minds to become so much engrossed

with tlie things of the world, that now this duty is

neglected, and not much concern felt about it. This
looks very much like fainting by the way. Should
we not repent and do our first works? Sliould we
not rememi)er tiie exliorlation of t!ie Apostle^ Be
iiot weary in well doing, for in due time we shall

reap if we faint not? Again: Be thou faithful unto

death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Some
may conclude tliat it is unnecessary to pray in their

families, because as vet it seems to have no good

effect on the hearts of their unconverted children,

—

llun' are still irreligious, and appear to be far off.

'i'hey discover, too, that sometimes the children of

flicked parents become religious, while their own
yre CLirjless and imper.itcnt. Thus thev become
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cliscQuragetl, and almost conclude thai tliey had :is

well dispense with Fantily Prayer altogeiher. To
reason thns is to reason with Satan himself. Here
we would remark, that when the children of the

ungodly emhrace Religion, it is noticed much, and
almost wondered at; but when the children of tlie

pious become religions, it is nothing more than

wliat is looked for. We remark further, how often

do we see children following the bad example of

tlieir parents. For instance, see a fattier who is a

drunkard, a swearer, or a Sabbath breaker, and in

hundreds of instances we see his sons as they grow
up pursue the same road to ruin. Upon the whole,

jiowever, should we meet with discouragements as

above-named, we are sure that tlie neglect of tlsTs

duty can never be a sufficient remedy; nor sliould

it be forgotten, that amidst all, we have sufficiently

enough to encourage us to persevere in this duty

as well as all others. ?Tlany are the instances in

which Family Prayer has been heard and answered
by the Lord in the salvation of souls; and if this is, ^.

not the case in every instance, it exerts a good in-

fluence over neighborhoods, and is w-ell calculated

1o promote good morals in every family where it is

faithfully attended. To neglect this duty is in part,

or almost in the whole, to disregard what the Lord
lias said by the mouth of the wise man. Train up a

child in the way he should go., and he will not

depart from it when he is old. ySome put off

this duty because their feelings at times seem to

he foreign from it, and when this is the case, some
little trilling excuse is made, and therefore Family
Prayer is neglected. And does this relieve our

feelings? liy«no means; we feel more and more
unhappy. We feel (or should feel) that we have
left undone that which we should have done. Thus
we groan under the rod, and ack God to forgive us,



14

and have to acknowledge ourselves as the disobedi-

ent servant, that knew liis master's will and did it

not. Our feelings on this subject are not at all

times a proper guide. Many, no doubt, have-weiit

forward in the discharge of tiiis duty with cold and
languid feelings, but perhaps while on tWcir knees,

the Lord was pleased to open some kind window
in Heaven, and pour out. such a blessing that there

was scarce room to receive it. We feel unusually

serious while we write under the -^conviction that

this solemn duty is sadly neglected by many of our

denomination. We think it not unlikely that there

ar5 old professors, who have raised up children to

years of maturity, that never heard their parents

call on God in the attitude of prayer. Oh! should

we not feel serious vi'hen we recollect tliat we m-«st

all appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ? Oh!
how heart-rending the thought, tiiat should any of

our cliildren in tliat great'day be found on the left

hand of God, and there say. Father, I never heard

you! In conclusion, we humbly hope that we may
all remember and reduce to practice the exhortation

of the Apostle, that first of all supplications, prayers,

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all

men, for kings, and all that are in authority, that

we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all god-

liness and honesty; for this is good and acceptable

m the sisht of God our Saviour.
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FRIDAY, September 23, 1842.

1. The Association met, and Elder N. Richardson

preacheil the Introductory Sermon, from James, 1st

ciiapter, last clause of the 17th verse: "With whom is

no varivTbleness, neither shadow of turning."

2. The Delegates convened for business. Elder E.

Crutchfield was called to the Chair. Prayer by G.
W. Purify.

3. The Letters from the Churches were read and

their statistics noted. (See Table.)

4. On motion, appointed Elder E. Crutchfield Mod-
erator.

5. Isaac Durham and Daniel Hackney were appoint-

ed a Committee of Finance.

6. Stephen Moore, Henry Dorsett, Samuel Baldwin,

with the Moderator and Clerk, a Committee to arrange

the business of this Association, and report to-morrow
morning.

7. On motion, adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9

o'clock. The Moderator prayed.

^^ -^ • SATURDAY, Sept. 24.

1. IVfet according to adjournment. N. Richardson
prayed at the opening- of business.

2. The names of the Delegates were called^ and tlie

Hules of Order read.

3. An invitation was given to X'orres ponding Breth-

reiK Joseph Wiiite, from Flat Rivf-r; G. W. Purify

aiid T. D. OMham< from Beulah, were present; all of
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whom were cordially received and took seats. Also,

from Liberty, H. Garner.

4. Invited Ministering Brethren to sit with us. L.

Hutson, of this Association, and J. S. C.^P. Frey, tho

Converted .lew, accepted the invitation.

5. Appointed G. W. Purify, Samuel Baldwin, and

Janjes S. Lasater, a Committee on Temperance; E. H.
Straughan, ,T. Durham, and Wm. Bowen, on Sabbath

Schools; John Hutson, Henry Dorsett, and T. D. Old-

ham, on the State of Relig-ion in this Association.

6. Our Corresponding Brethren to sister Associa-

tions were called on to report. They did so.

7. Appointed Delegates to the following Associa-

tions: To Flat River, W Weaver, Levi Andrews, and

John Hutchens; To Beulah, held in Caswell County,
L'st Sabbath in August, 1843, E. Crutchfield, Samuel
Baldwin, and John Hutson; To Liberty, Henry Dor-
seit, Wm. Wilson, Wm. Reece, and Peter Freeman.

8. Ministers to Section Meetings were called on to

report. Tiieir report was not satisfactory, because

they did not punctually attend.

Took a recess to hear the Jew preach.

9. Appointed Section Meetings and Ministers to at-

teml them, as follows: The 2d Section at Brush Creek,

4 in May, N. Richardson and E. Crutchfield to attend;

1st Section at Fall Creek, 1 in March, E. Crutchfield

and N. Richardson to attend; The 4th Section at Rock
Spring, 2 in May, W. Brooks, E. Crutchfield, and N.
Richardson, to attend. ,

10. Elected G. W. Purify, N. Richardson, and J.

S. C. F. Frey, to preach on Sabbath.

11. The Committee who were appointed last year

to visit Fall Creek, reported that they attended, were
received very cordially by the Church, %nd that they
advised her to represent herself in the Association, and
get helps from other Churches, and labor with the Bear
('reek Church, and settle 'their difiicully if poKgible.-^

Report fTC^ived.



12. Read a Report from Fall Creek, wliich states

that the dilliculty between her and Bear Creek Churofi

was not settled. On motion, appointed a Committee
of twelve, viz: , to meet ,

at Bear Creek, and labor with the two Churches to ef-

fect a reconciliation.

13. The Circular Letter written by Wm. White was
read, and, on motion, adopted, and the Clerk ordered

to have it appended to these Minutes.

14. N. Richardson appointed to prepare a Circular

for the next Association.

15. The Committee who were appointed to visit

Bethlehem Church, on a petition from Mr. Jesse Sow-
ell, (who is an excluded member of that Church,) last

year, reported. (See Letter B.)

16. 0[i motion, ^eso/fcf/, That there be a collection

taken on Sabbath, in behalf of the B. Sj Convention of

ISorth Carolina.

17. Adjourned till Monday morning, 9 o'clock.

—

Prayer by Brother Frey.

SABBATH, Sept. 25.

G. W. Purify preached, from Job, xxi, 14: "There-

fore, they say unto God, depart from us, for we desire

not the knowledge of thy ways." Richardson follow-

ed, from Psalms, xlix, 8: "For the redemption of their

soul is precious, and it ceaselh forever." After a re-

cess for dinner, Brother Frey closed the services of the

day, from Isaiah, liii, 10: "And the pleasure of the Lord

shall prosper in his hand."

MONDAY, Sept. 26.

Met according to adjournment. The Moderator of-

fered up prayer.

1. The names of the Delegates were railed. Min-



isterin^ Brethren invited to sit with ns. W. Coggin

accepted the invitation, also Warren Brooks.

2. Whereas, a majority of the Cliurches composing
tliis Association approve of the Resohitions from

Friendship Church, (see the Minutes of 1841, page 12,)

Jhsolved, That we believe that no Baptist Church
ought to have a Minister ordained to the work of the

Ministry until he lias been sent to the Association for

examination on his christian experience and call to the

Gospel Ministry, and upon a recommendation from

the Association, then call a Presbytery and have him
ordained.

3. On a petition from Sandy Creek Church, the fol-

lowino Brethren were appointed a Committee to visit

that Church on Saturday before the third Sabbath in

November, to advise and settle diflioulties: Wm. Hack-
ney, D. Patterson, Wm. Bovven, Henry Dorseit, W.
Brooks, W. H. Bridges, E. Crutchfield, C. Fooshee^

S. Carter, and Wm. Teague.
4. The next Association to be held with the Church

at Antioch, Orange County, to commence on Friday
before the 4th Sabbath in September, 1843.

5. The Committee of Finance reported the follow-

ing Contribution from the Churches for printing Mi-
nutes, &c. $35 75.

Contribution fo7' the Convention.
From Rock Spring Church,
Collection on Sabbaih,

From Wm. H. Mirritt, for the Education
Department,

From ditto, for the Bible Society,

From Wm. Bowen,
From Richard Dowd,

Total, $62 825
6. Appointed Elders G. "W. Purify and E. Crutch-

field, with Brethren Josepli Wiiiie and T. D. Oldham,

$8 75
12 57i

1

20 00
20 00

50
1 00



Delegates to the Baptist State Convention of North Ca-
rolina, and that they be bearers of the above contribu-

tion.

7. The Committee sent to Bethlehem Church on J.

Sowell's petition, last year, reported. ( f^-)

8. Committee on Temperance reported. (C.)

Ditto on Sabbath Sciiools reported. ( J^-)

Ditto on State of Religion reported. (E.)
9. It was moved by one of the majority, to recon-

sider the matter between Bear Creek and Fall Creek
Churches, which was seconded and carried, and after

some discussion, on motion, it was indefinitely post-

poned.

10. On motion. Elder E. Crutchfield was appointed

to preach the Association Sermon at our next Anniver-

sary, on Friday at 12 o'clock;—in case of failure, N.
Richardson.

11. On motion, the Treasurer ordered to report the

state of the Treasury annually.

12. Resolved, That the thanks of this Association

be tendered, through our Minutes, to the brethren and

friends who so liberally supported the meeting;.

13. On motion, adjnurneci. Prayer by T. Weaver.

ENOCH CRUTCHFIELD, Moderator.

N. RICHARDSON, Clerk.

—»»»v»o@aM» '

This Association has 11 Ordained Preachers, viz:

W. H. Mirritt, T. Weaver, E. Phillips, A. Shattnck,

N. Richardson, W. Brooks, E. Crutchfield, W. Cocr-

o;in, A. Womble, A. J, Gilbert, and W. Wilson; and 4

Licentiates, viz: James Crutchfield, L. Ilutson, Samu-
el Baldwin, and D. Bryant.



TREASUREIVS REPORT.

Dr. 1812. Received from the Churches this

vear, for printing Minutes, &c. $35 75
Balance on hand for same purpose, 5 07^'

(Jonvenflon Money.
1841. The amount in all that came into my

hands this year, (See Minutes of

1811, page'6,) was $30 75
Interest on that for 11 months, 1 69

1842. Puhlic collection on Sabbath, 12 57|
Rock Spring' Church, 8 75
W. Bowen 50 cts., R. Dowd $1, 1 50
W. H. Mirritt, 20 00
Ditto for the A. B. B. Societv, 20 00

$95 261
Cr. Paid to George W. Purify, (one of onr

Delegates to the Convention,) to take

to the Convention, $95 26|
NOAH RICHARDSON, Treamrer.
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B.

—

Report of Committee en J. SoweJJ.

We, a part of the Committee appointed by the Asso-

ciation, viz: Henry Dorsett, Daniel Hackney, and E-
noch Crutchtield, met with the Church at Bethlehem,

on Saturday before the fifth Sunday in July, 1842, and

were received by the said Chvirch, and requested to re-

view the course and conduct of the former Committee
appointed by the Friendship and Bethlehem Churches,

to settle a difhculty which existed between Brother Eli

Pfiillips and Jesse Sowell,—believe that said ('ommit-

tee did not err in their proceedings with Jesse Sovveli,

the complainant, but that said Committee gave said

Sowell every reasonable and expedient opportunit}' to

defend himself, or liave a hearing, as he calls it, or

bring forward his charges. All of which is respectful-

ly submitted.

ENOCH CRUTCHFIELD, Chairman.

C.

—

Eeport on Temperance.
The Committee on Temperance beg leave to report:

We have made some inquiry respecting the success of

the Temperance cause, and rejoice that we are able lo

inform you, that the cause is rapidly advancing in some
parts of this Association, and throughout the Christian

world. Ireland is almost reclaimed, and thousands of

towns and neighborhoods in our own happy country
are almost entirely reformed, and freed from this mon-
ster of destruction. Though we have much cause of
rejoicing, yet we regret to learn that some of our
Churches are indifferent upon the subject. We recom-
mend the friends of Temperance to be vigorous in their

efforts for the advancement of this good cause,—take

courage from the great success which has already been
realized. May the great Head of the Church speedily
hasten on the happy day when the cause of Temper-
ance shall reign triumphant over the world. 'All of
which is respectfully submitted.

GEO. V/, FVKIFY, Chairman.-
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D.

—

Report on Sabbath Schools.

The Committee on Sabbath Schools ask leave to re-

port: That from the information they have been able to

collect, there has been considerable improvement in

many neighborhoods on this subject since our last As-

sociation,— that there are many Schools operating with

success; but we regret to say, that there are many
neighborhoods that are entirely destitute of this impor-

tant branch of religions instruction. Your Committee
believe that there is a criminal neglect on the part of

the Church on this subject, and that if she would en-

gage heartily in this glorious work, she would be am-
ply remunerated by seeing many that are now in na-

ture's darkness coming to the knowledge of the truth.

Your Committee recommend the following resolution:

Resolved^ That this Association request her iMinislers

to bring this subject directly before tlieir ^;harges.

E. H. STRAUGHAN, Chairman.

E.

—

Report on the State of Religion.

We, the Committee on the State of Religion in the

Sandy Creek Association, beg leave to report: Religion,

as far as we can learn, is at present in a very cold state,

except in a few Churches, and we fear that this cold

and barren state of the Churches is caused by gross

neglect on the part of the members, 1st, by neglecting

fervent prayer to God, both private and public; 2d, by

neglecting to search the Scrijitures; and 3d, by not re-

gularly attending to the house of God; and many others

that Bible readers can easily discover. Therefure, we
believe that a strict and faithful performance of those

duties, by all the Churches, would be a means of pro-

ducino: a better state of Religion among uf. Dear

Brethren, we entreat von to be faithful and diligent to

the profession von have made, and we have no doubt

but God will ponr out his blessing upon y<*)u. Try me,

Boith lUe Lord, and see if! will not pour.you out such
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a blessinj^ that there will not be room to contain it. All

of which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN HUTSON, Chairman,

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.
The Delegates composing tiie Sandy Creek Baptist

Association to the Churches they represent:

Bear Brethren: We have thought it proper to write

on this subject because we consider it one of great im-

])ortance to us, and a duty much neglected even by the

Christian world.

That it is a duty, perhaps no Protestant Christian

will deny. And that there are few students of the Bi-

ble, compared with the great number of the professed

followers of Christ, will not be doubted. Then per-

mit us, dear Brethren, to stir up your pure minds in

way of remembrance of this duty. And we pray God
that not only the writer may be benefitted by the con-

sider^uion of this subject, but that many who read it

may be stirred up 1o a faithful perusal f)f the Word of

life. We would plead the importance of thiis duty, 1st,

from the consideration that it has pleased the Lord to

give to lie, the fallen and lost sons and daughters of

men, (while we were dead in trespasses and in sins,

—

without Cod, and without hope in the world,) a Reve-
lation of His will, which is a sufficient rule for our
faith and practice, and by it hath brought life and im-
mortality to light. From His Word alone we ran

know any thing of God, of Heaven, and of true happi-

ness; and by it we are tautrht what the Lord requires of

us, and what our duty to Him and our fellow travellers

to eternity. It teaches us how to think, bow to talk,

how to eat, and how to driiik, how to watch, and how



12

to pray. In a word, it alone teaclies us how we, tlie

lost and ruined race of Adain, may escape the wrath of

God justly due to our sins, and how we may ^ain fa-

vor and fellowship, happiness and ghiry, with God for-

ever. It proposes to us a passport, not only from

earth, but from the very doors of Hell, to Heaven. It

is a book of motives, given us to draw us from the pit,

and to direct our affections to Jesus, the way, the truth,

and the life. Is any thing wanting to alarm our guilty

fears? Look in the Scriptures, it is there. Is any
thing wanting to animate the feeble hopes of the hum-
ble traveller to the world of spirits, the followers of the

Lamb? Search the Word of God, you will find it there.

Are any in great heaviness, through manifold teinpta-

tions, that the trial of their faith, being much more pre-

cious than gold that perisheth? Prayerfully study the

Bible, and you will find the result to your comfort and

peace, and to the glory of God's grace. Are any un-

der awful lielusions, as were the foolish virgins, fondly

dreaming they are on their journey to Heaven, \vhile,

alas! they are in the road to death eternal? Where
shall they go to find their mistake, and to see their true

character, but to the infallible Word, and there impar-

tially, sincerely, and prayerfully, read and study, that

they may escape the snare of the Devil. All Scripture

is given bj- inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc-

trine, for reproof, for correction in righteousness, that

the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished

onto every good work. Time and space would fail,

were we to undertake to point out the vast amount of

difference between those nations that have the Bible

and those th^t have it not. Deprive us of the Scrip-

tures, remove its salutary influence from us, and we,

too, would be sunk into a like wretched condition.

—

There are none on earth, whether they be nations or

individuals, that have received and studied the Word of

God, and have taken it as the man of their counsel, but



have found it a light lo their path, and a lamp to their

feet, directing them in the paths of peace. If, then, we
be so blessed because of the influence of the Word of

God, how much more blessed would we be were all to

read and study God's Word, taking continual delight

in the law of the Lord.

We are exhorted to be sound in the faith; to under-

stand what the will of the Lord is; to grow in grace,

and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ;— comprehending, with all Saints, the length

and breadth, depth and height, and to know the love of

God which passeth knowledge. How, dear Brethren,

can we thus be, while we are neglecters of the only

directions given us? Nay, how can we fill up the re-

quirements made of God upon us, while we are but su-

perficial readers of His Word? The learned profes-

sions, and things of this world, have many votaries, and

to obtain the advantages of which, they prosecute with

ardor and assiduity that course which will result in the

attainment of the object. They tax all their energies,

both physical and menial, to obtain no higher than a

fading crown on earth. And is it truly applicable to

us, that the children of this world are wiser in their

generation than the children of light? Should we not

study that Word which is able to make us wise un-

to salvation, through faith in Christ?—calling all our

powers to the work, comparing Scripture with Scrip-

ture, with fervent prayer that we may arrive at the

knowledge of the truth, upon which hangs an unfading

crown of glory. But, may it not be said of raany of

us, as tlie Apostle said of some, while considering their

opportunities, whereas we ought to be teachers, we
have need of still being taught. And again, might we
not cherish a lively and pleasing hope, that if the Scrip-

tures were read, as they ought to be, with an ardent de-

sire to know the will of God concerning us, and that

we might do it, the things which now distract the
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Ohrislinn world would be greatly mitigated, if not en-

tirely dispersed, and that love and unily would beain

to reign, and God's people would begin to see, eye lo

eye; and being of one heart and of one mind, ihey

would be like a great army arrayed against the powers
of darkness, sending forth the Word of God, the Gos-
pel of Christ, to the ends of the world: And being found

in the active use of the means God has appointed, the

strongholds of Satan would tremble and fall, and the

nations would learn war no more, and the peaceful

reign of Messiah would begin on earth. My Word,
saith He, shall not return void. Again, there are few
that be saved; straight is the gate and narrow is the way
that leads unto life, and few they be that find it. Why
is this, dear Brethren? Is it because the means aflford-

ed us are not sufficient, and the provision God has

made for our salvation is not full? No. Blessed be

God, the provision is ample, the means are all suffi-

cient, if we will be diligent in the use of them.

Is not the above consideration sufficient to stir every

heart to diligence in searching the way of life? Al-

though there is no lack of the means, yet there are none
to lay aside, for the least of all of them aid in our com-
fort and in our salvation. If, then, the least cannot be

laid aside without loss, how much more then should

we not neglect his blessed and revealed will, without

which we should be lik'ened to a mariner in a rough
and tempestuous sea, without chart or compass, while

the storms beating and billows rolling, dashing his lit-

tle bark, he would sink in hopeless despair, exclaim-

ing, I sink in deep waters, I shall never reach the de-

sired haven. We are also likened to one in battle,

fighting and wrestling. We wrestle not against fiesfi

and blood, but against principalities and powers; against

spiritual wickedness in high- places. How, then, dear

Brethren, shall we go forth to battle, and repulse a fpr-

tnidable enemy, without a suitabla weapon? Kay,



would we not soon be overcome? We are comniantled

by the Captain of our salvation to put on the whole ar-

mor of G')d,— the shield of faith and sword of the spir-

it, which is the Word of God,—by which we shall be

able to quenrli all the fiery darts of the wicked. Even
Christ himself used this saying, it is written, thou shalt

not tempt the Lord thy God; man shall not live by bread

alone, but by every word of God. The word that I

speak, says Christ, they are spirit and they are life. A-

gain, it is said that false teachers shall arise, and de-

ceivers grow worse and worse. How, then, are we
to know them and withstand, and not be carried away
by every wind of doctrine, but by studying well the

holy Book, and being steadfast in the doctrines thereof?

If any receive or preach any other doctrine than that

which Christ and the Apostles preached, let him be

*'accursed."

Be ye steadfast, immovable, always abounding in tlie

work of the Lord, inasmuch as ye know your labor is

not in vain in the Lord. Much more might be said,

showing the importance of reading the Scriptures, but

let this sulfice. Brethren, are you all students of the

Bible? Are you, according to your opportunities and
abilities, searching its sacred pages, striving to know
the truth and to follow it,—taking the Word of God as

the man of your counsel, and,, like the Apostles of

Christ, pressing forward for the mark of the prize of

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus? If so, but a

little while and you will have arrived safely in the por-

tals of everlasting glory, prepared to give glory to God
for giving you His Word, which made you wise unto

salvation, and directed you in the narrow path that led

you home. Are there any, of all this fallen race, who
delight not in His Word, who neglect to study it, that

they may know the truth? We fear there are many,
very many, and that amotig those who fondly hope they

are on their journey to Heaven; who can take iutereel
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in worldly matter.*, study well their worldly interest,

and pursue it with great anxiety; and yet, if they read

at all, it is with astonishini^ indifference, and if interest

be felt, it is not to know God's will, but to carry some
favorite point, or to disseminate some favorite sectarian

doctrine. Alas! may we not well say,

My drowsy powers, why sleep ye so]

Awake, my sliifraish soul;

NothiniT has half thy work to do,

Yet nothing's half so dull.

May God grant us a faithful and profitable perusal of

His Word, and an acceptable performance of alL the

duties therein found. And unto God, who alone is the

only and. blessed Potentate, the King of kings and Lord

of lords, unto the only wise God, our Saviour, be glo-

ry, forever. Amen.
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f>; PROCEEDINGS
C

NINETY.FIRST ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

SANDY CREEK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

HELD WITH THE

REAYES'S CHAPEL CHURCH, CHATHAM COUNTY, N. C,

Commencing on the 5th and ending on the 8th Ootoberj 1849.

FRIDAY, October 5, 1849..

The Introductory Sermon \ s delivered by Elder ^ C. Patterson,,

from Isaiah, xxxiii, 20, 21.

After a recess of h.alf an hour, the Ministers and Delegates assem-.

bled for business. Prayer by Elder W, Lineberry.

The Letters from the Churches were read. \^ee Table.]

On motion, Elder Wm. Lineberry was appointed Moderator.

, On motion, the Moderator appointed Brethren J. M. Beaver, D. Hack-.

ney and E. H. Straughan, a Committee to arrange the business of this.

Association, and report on to-morrow 'morning.

On motion, adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock.

Prayer by A. G. Hinton.

SATURDAY, Oct. 6.
\

Met at 10 o^clock A. M, Prayer by N, Richardson,

The names of the Delegates were called.

The Committee of Arrangement reported. The Report was received

and the Committee discharged.

An invitation was given to Corresponding Brethren ft^om sister As-
.cociations. Whereupon, G. W. Thompson, from the Raleigh Associa-.

tion, took a seat.

On motion. Brethren A. G. Hinton and N. Richardson were ap-

pointed a Committee to examine the Church Letters, and repovt all im-

portant matter.

Brethren who were appointed at last Association to correspond with

sister Associations, were called on to report. To Fkt Hiver, J, M^



Beaver altendefl: To Beulah, none attended, excuse satisfactory: Those
appointed to Liberty and Pee Dee, did not attend: Brother Hardy Las-
ater attended the Raleigh.

Appointed Brethren to the following Associations: To Flat River, to

be held in Granville County, 3d Sabbath in August, Elder W. C. Pat-

terson and Brethren John Hutchens and Merrett Cheek. To Beulah,
to be held at Mt. Hermon, in Orange County, on the 1st Sabbath in

August, Elder Levi Andrews and Brethren E. H. Straughan, H. M.
C. Strowd and Samuel Baldwin. To Liberty, Elder E. Crutchfield

and Brethren Samuel Barker and E. Elliott. To Pee Dee, N. Rich-

ardson, D. Hackney, and J. F. Marsh. I'o Raleigh, A. G. Hinton, L.
A. Elutson, and Elders A. J. Gilbert and W. Lineberry.

The Moderator appointed J. F. Marsh and D. Hackney a Commit-
tee of Finance.

Elected W. Lineberry, N. Richardson and W. C. Patterson, to

preach on Sabbath.

'J'he Board of Itineracy reported. [See Appendix."]

On motion, the same Brethren were appointed a Board for the ensu-

ing year.

A request was read from Mineral Spring Church, asking for a Com-
mittee of helps. H. and J. Lasater, W. White and others were ap-

pointed to visit that Church, Thursday after the 3d SabVjath in this

month.

On motion, appointed W. C. Patterson to preach a Missionary Ser-

mon at next Assopiation.

On motion, appointed W. Lineberry to preach the Association Ser-

mon next year, on P'riday.

The Circular Letter, prepared by A. G. Hinton, was read before the

Association, approved, and ordered to be appended to these Minutes.

On motion, N. Richardson was appointed to write a Circular for the

next Minutes.

On motion, J. F. Marsh, B. Hackney, J. M. Beaver and E. H»
Straughan, are to take up a public collection on Sabbath, in behalf of

Home Missions.

On motion, adjourned till Monday, 9 o^clock A. M»
Pjayer by G. W. Thompson, who is on a visit among us, as Agent

for Wake Forest College.

SUNDAY, Oct. 7.

The Services of to-day were commenced by Brother W. Lineberry„

who preached an excellent Sermon, from Prov., xiv. 2. N. Richardson

followed, from John, iii. 19. W. C. Patterson concluded the services,

from Rom., xiv. 11. He preached a very good Sermon. We pray

that some good may result from the labors of the day.

MONDAY, Oct. &..

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Brother J. M. Beaver.

]*roceedtiigs of Saturday read.

Brother Fossett^ from. Beulah, and Brother Moody, from Liberty As-



sociation, were present as Corresponding Brethren, and took seats m
the Association.

The Committee of Finance reported

—

From the Churches, for Minutes, &c. #37 00

Public collection on Sabbath, 22 15

The next Association to be at Moon's Chapel, in Randolph County,

N. C, commencing Friday before the first Sabbath in October 1850.

The Committee on Church Letters not having prepared a Report, it

was agreed that N. Richardson, one of said Committee, should prepare

a digest of said Letters, and append it to these Minutes.

On motion, ordered that the amount of public collection of Sabbath

be paid over to the Treasurer of the Board of Itineracy, for the use of

that Board,

Whereas, it hath pleased an all-wise Providence to separate from us,

during the last Associattoaal year, our venerable Brother, Filder Eli
Phillips, who has presided as Moderator over this Association for a

uumber of years, and has been a very useful and indefatigable Minister

of Christ: And as the last testimonial of respect, we hereby adopt the

following resolutions:

1. Resolved, That in the death of our highly esteemed Brother, we
have lost one of the brightest ornaments in the Church, and the Asso*

ciation an invaluable officer.

2. ResGhed, That in the death of Brother Phillips, the Baptist de-

nomination in general have sustained an irreparable loss.

3. Resolved, That the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions be insert*

ed in the Minutes of this Association, and that a copy be forwarded to

the family of the deceased, assuring them that they have the united

sympathies of this body.

Resolved, That N. Richardson, J. F. Marsh, D. Hackney, A. S.

Dowd and A- O. Hinlon, be appointed a Committee to have a suitable

Monument erected over the grave of our Brother E. Phillips, and that

the Churches furnish them with funds for that purpose; and that all

funds of the kind be sent to N. Richardson, as Treasurer.

On motion, agreed that there be 1000 copies of these Minutes print-

ed, and that the Articles of Faith, in the Minutes of 1845, be appended
to them.

The conditioti of the Baptist Church in Pittsborough was presented

to the Association, by Bro. J. Thompson; whereupon a subscription

was takea «|i to aid m paying off the remainder of the debt. By the

request of J. Thompson, one of the Commissioners, D. Hackney, A. G.
Hinton, E. H. StraugJaan, W. White and J. Tysor, were appointed to

counsel with him, &c-
On motion, the Delegates are requested to lay the condition of the

Church at Pittsborough before their Churches, and solicit aid for the

liquidatioji <i>f the debt.

On motioti, the thasiks of the Association are tendered to the Church
and neighborhood, for their kindness during its session.

On motion, the Association adjourned. Prayer by N. Richardson.

W, UNEBERRY, Moderator..

N- RICHARDSON, Clerk.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

Noah Richardson, in account with the Sandy Creek Association.

, To money in hand, - - - - - f9 35
To contribution from the Churches this year, - - 37 00

Amount, . $46 35

NOAH RICHARDSOx^^, Treasurer,

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ITINERACY.

The Board of Itineracy report: That they appointed Elders Noah
Richardson and William Lineberry to operate as Missionaries in the

bounds of this Association. They failed to perform any service, for

reasons that are satisfactory to the Board. All of which is respectfully

submitted. A. G. HINTON, Ch'n.

E. H. STRAUGHAN, Sec'y.

CHURCHES.

Antioch,
Bear Creek,
Brush Creek,
Enimaus,
Mount Olive,

Love's Creek,
May's Chapel,
Mount Zinn,
Mount Gilead,
Mount Carniel,

Mineral Spring,
Pleasant Grove,
lleaves's Chapel,
Rocky River,
Sandy Creek,
Rock Spring,
Sandy Field,

Gum Spring,
Mechanic's Hill,

Bethlehem,
Cedar Falls,

Moon's Chapel,*
Fall Creek,
Friendship,

DELEGATES' NAMES.

Sam'l Baldwin, J. Quackenbush, J. M. Beaver,
Richard Dowd, John Dowd, James Beal,
Richard Paschal, Gera Lain, Robert N. Stinson,
E. H. Straughan, James Campbell, C. Justice,

Levi Andrews, Wm. Robertson, Green Moore,
VVm. C. Patterson, D. Hackney, Wm. B. Dorsett,

Stephen Gilmore, Sam'l Gilmore, VVm. White,
David Teague, Sam'l Barker, E. G. Brothers,
Wm. Gritfin, A. G. Hinton, Joshua W. Hackney,
John Huichens, J. M. Cheek, Wm. G. Weaver,
James Crutchfield, D. Forrister, A. S. Dowd,
Ensly Council, D. Johnston, Kelly Mitchel,
Wm. Hackney, John Burke, Terrell Brooks,
Wm. Lineberry, Wm. Duncan, Wm. Teague,
Wm. Wilson, Leander York, Wm. Reece,
John Thompson, Geo. Dismukes, S. Moore,
Alex'r Hunter, Merritt Cheek, Geo. Andrews,
Willis Poe, Wesley Pendergrass, H. Lasater,
Ashley Parrish, B. P. Person, L. Maness,
Wm. C. Thaggard, A. Ritter, A. D. Lawhorn,
M. Sumner, VVm. Hutson, J. F. Marsh,
Wnj. Bowen, Joshua Barker, L. A. Hutson,
Not represented.
N. Richardson,
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ORDAINED MINISTERS IN THIS ASSOCIATION.
W. H. Merritt, W. Lineberry, A. J. Gilbert, Willis Coggin, N. Richardson, W. C

Patterson, L. Andrews, E. Crutchfield.

LICENTIATES.
Lain A. Hutson, Samuel Baldwin.

*The Moon's Chapel Church is a new constituted body, and was received into the Associatioa
this year.
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HEPORT ON CHURCH LETTERS.

The following is the Report on the State of the Churches, as gath-

ered from the Letters:

Antioch, Brush Creek, Mount Olive, May's Chapel, Mount Zion, Mount Carme!;

Reaves's Chapel, Rocky River, Sandy Creek, Sandy Field, Gum Spring, and Me-
chanic's Hill, all seem to be in a cold and lanjiuishing condition; have had no parti-

cular revival this year. "Awake thou that steepest, and rise from the dead, and

Christ shall give thee light." Eph. T., 14. "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion."

Amos vi., I. May's Chapel and Gum Spring, however, have a, Bible Society at

each, which indicates something favorable to them.

Fall Creek seems to be on the retrograde. There are but few members, and they

seem to be doing nothing ia the Lord's vineyard. "Why stand ye here all the day

idle?" Matt, xx., 6.

Love's Creek has a Bible Society, and has had a revival this year. "If ye then

be risen with Christ, seek those things that are above." Col. iii., 1.

Bethlehem and Bear Creek have both had a glorious revival. "Prove all thingsj

hold fast that which is good." 1st Thess., v., 21.

Mount Gilead.—Some mercy drops have fallen on this Churcli. It has a Bible

Society. "Quench not the Spirit." 1st Thess., v., 19.

Emmaus.—This Church has a Bible Society, but is rather in a lukewarm state.

Remember the threat, "I will spew thee out of my mouth."
Mineral Spring and Pleasant Grove have both had an outpouring of the Spirit,

and an ingathering of souls. "Abstain from all appearance of evil." 1st Thess., v., 2^
' Cedar Falls.—This Church is in a prosperous state. It has a Sabbath School with

fifty scholars, and has had a revival this year. "Let us not be weary in well doing,'^

Gal., vi., 9. .
,

^
Moon's Chapel.—This is a new constituted Church, and is enjoying a revival.

"Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the King-

dom." Luke, xii., 32.

Friendship.—This Church is in a low state. The meeting house is burnt down,
and it has no regular preaching. "Brethren, pray for us." 1st Thess., v., 25.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Dear Brethren: I know of no subject more interesting to address

you upon than that of prayer. Prayer has been well defined the offer-

ing up of our desires unto God for things agreeable to his will, in the

name or through the mediation of Jesus Christ, by the help of the Holy
Spirit, with a confession of our sins, and a thankful acknowledgment of

his mercies. Prayer is in itself a becoming acknowledgment of the

all-sufficiency of God, and our dependence upon him. It is his ap-

pointed means for the obtaining of both temporal and spiritual blessings.

He could bless his creatures in another way, but he will be inquired of to

do for them those things for which they stand in need, (Ezek. xxxvi. 37.)

It is the act of an indigent creature seeking relief from the fountain of

mercy. A sense of want excites desire, and desire is the very essence
of prayer. One thing have 1 desired of the Lord, says David, that will

I seek after. Prayer without desire, is like an altar without a sacrifice.

When all our wants are supplied, prayer will be converted into praise.

Till then, Brethren, we must all live by prayer, and dwell around the

mercy seat. God alone is able to hear, and to supply our every want.
The revelation which he has given of his goodness, lays a foundation



for our asking with confidence the blessings we need^ and his ability

encourages us to hope for their bestowment.

Oh, thou that heareth prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come, (Ps. Ixv.

2.) Prayer is a spiritual exercise, and can only be performed by the

assistance of the Holy Spirit, (Rom. viii. 26.) For we know not what
we should pray for as we ought, but the spirit maketh intercession for

us with groanings which cannot be uttered. The sacrifice of the wicked
is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his de-

light. The Holy Spirit is the great agent in the world of grace, and
without his special influence there is no acceptable prayer. Hence he

is called the spirit of grace and supplication, for he it is that enables us

to draw nigh unto God, filling our mouth with arguments, and teaching

us to order our cause before him, (Zach. xii. 10.)

All acceptable prayer must be offered in faith or a believing frame of

mind. If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all

men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him. But let

him ask in fiiith, nothing wavering, for let not the wavering man think

that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. He that cometh unto God,

must believe that he is, and that he is a revvarder of them that diligently

seek him, (Heb. xi. 6.)

(Prayer is to be offered for things agreeable to the will of God. S%
the Apostle says: This is the confidence that we have in him, that if .^

"we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us; and if we know^
that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petition

that we desired of him, (1st John v. 14, 15.)

Our prayers must, therefore, be i-egulated by the revealed will of God,

and come within the compass of the promises. These are to be the

matter and the ground of our supplications.

What God has not particularly promised, he may nevertheless possi-

bly bestow; but what he has promised, he will assuredly perform. Of
the good things promised to Israel of old not one failed, but all came to

pass; and in due time the same shall be said of all the rest. All this

must be accompanied with a confession of our sins, and a thankful ac-

knowledgment of God's mercies.

These are two necessary ingredients in acceptable prayer. I prayed,

says the Prophet Daniel, and made confession. Sin is a burden of

which confession unloads the soul. Father, says the returning Prodi-

gal, I have sinned against Heaven and in thy sight.

Thanksgiving is also as necessary as confession. By the one we
take shame to ourselves, by the other we give glory to God,—by the

one we abase the creature, by the other we exalt the Creator. In pe-

titioning favors from God we act like dependent creatures, in confession

like sinners, but in thanksgiving like Angels. The fervent actual

prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Prayer may be said to con-

sist of adoration, thanksgiving, confession and supplication. By sup-

plication we do not mean that pompous array of words which we so

often hear; but we mean the outgoing of the soul to God, when the

deep foundation of the heart is moved,—when every chord of that harp

is tuned by grace divine, sweetly vibrates with hope and expecta-

tion. There is power in such a prayer; it moves the mercy seat, while



the high and holy one who inhabits eternity bends his ear with com-

placency. Angels spread their wings, their looks are big with expecta-

tion of a mandate from the throne speedily to answer such a prayer^

Who can place himself l>eside Jacob on his journey, Moses in the wil-

derness, or Elijah on the moimtain, listen to those prayers, notice the

spirit, mark the result, and yet say there is not a divine efficacy in fer-

vent prayer. Had a majority of the Church the spirit which actuated

these holy men as they lifted holy hands to God, the effect would be
wonderful. The Minister preaching in an atmosphere of fervent prayer^

would soon catch the holy influence and show himself a workman ap-

proved, that needeth not be ashamed. Lukewarm professors could not

breathe this vital breath, and yet live at the same poor dying rate*

Unconverted sinners could no more stand before this spirit, than the

enemies of Ismel could before them while Moses prayed,—they mus^

either submit or fly. Preaching itself^—benevolent activity itself, ex-

cept so far as associated with devotion, shall l>e passed over, to record

the triumphs of prayer. Many a christian who once filled the public

eye with his active deeds and burning zeal, shall be comparatively un-

noticed* and the man of prayer, the wrestler with God, shall be drawns

out from the closest obscurivy and proclaimed in his stead; and it shall

appear that while the Minister is moving Earth, the praying man i&

,

moving Heaven.

Prayer b the Christianas vital breath.

The Christian's native air;

His watchword at the gate af dealfo.

He enters Heaven by praye-r.

Family worship should be daily, for daily we receive blessings fl-onfi!

God. He daily loadeth us with benefits; daily benefits require daily

praises and thanksgiving. Our Lord's prayer is a social prayer, and
in it we are taught to pray. Give us this day our daily bread. We
have daily duties to perform, for the proper performance of which we
need daily grace. We are wholly dependent upon God for every bless-

ing, temporal and spiritual. Nothing that we plan or undertake ear*

succeed without the divine blessing. Prayer should precede and follow

every thing we do, or attempt to do. God has appointed prayer, as the

channel through which his blessings come down from Heaven to earth;

surely we should offer up our daily prayers to him, for the supply of our
daily wants. God does not need our daily prayer, but we need his daily

mercies. We are also exposed to daily temptations and afflictions..

We know not in the morning what is before us for the day; nor do we
know at night what shall befall us before the dawn of morning. We
should be watchful, often at a throne of grace, living each day as though
it were our last; for we know not the day, nor the hour, when the son
of man cometh*
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PROCEEDmaS OF THE SANDY CREEK BIBLE SOCIETY,
At it§ Sixth Annual Meeting.

MONDAY, October 8, 1849.

The Society'is business was introduced with Prayer by Elder W. C. Patterson.

The President then called the Society to order, aiKl briefly stated the objects of

the Society.

Elder VV. C. Patterson made a short Address on the advantages of the Bible. He
was followed by G. W. Thompson,- who made an excellent talk in favor of spreading,

the Biblle throughout the world.

A subscription was then taken up, amounting to $9 20.

Received from Auxiliaries by their Delegates, the following^

—

From Eiiimaus Church,. $6 15 From Antioch, $4 35
" Mount Gilead, 5 00 " Moon's Chapel, 7 50.

•' Love's Creeks 15 15 " Bear Creek, 8 00.

" Gum Spring, 3 00 " Mineral Spring, 5 70
" May's Chapel, 5 50
« Rock Spring, 3 25 Am't in all. $72 70

On motion, Elder VV. Lineberry was cbosen President;^ W. C. Patterson, 1st Vice
President; L. A. Hutson, 2d Vice President; Noah Ricliardsoii,, Secretary; E. li.

Straughau, Treasurer; and D. Hackney, Agent.

The Treasurer of the Society read his Report*^ and, on motian,. it was ordered to-

be appended to these Minutes, and is as follows:

—

E. H. Siraiighan, Treasurer, in account with the Sandy Creek Bible Society.

1848. Dr. To cash received from Auxiliaries and public collectioui,. $34 35
To cash received from D. Hackney, Agent, 26 78
To cash received of W. Lineberry, fo« last year>^ 1 60'

Cr. By cash paid to D. Hackney,. $62 73

All which is respectfully submitted. E. B. STRAUGHAN,. Treasurer.

The Agent then read his Report; and, on motion, it was ordered to be appended
t& these Minutes, and is as follows:

—

To the Sandy Creek Bible Society:. The undersigned, in obedience to the in-

structions of the Society, transmits the accompanying Statenaent af the Finances of

the Society, from Oct. 1848 to Oct. 1849:—
1>R. Received of E. H. Straughan, Treasurer, $62 73

Amount of BooUs an hand, as shown by my last Report, 21 50
Received from. Mt. Gilead Church, for Boo-ks not sold last year,. 75

Total, $84 98.

Cr. By am'"t ofBooks furnished Auxiliary Society at Rock Spring, $4 50
By ditto at Mount Gilead, 5 00
By ditto at Emma us, 6 02^
By ditto at Love's Creek, 7 75

By loss in 6^ ct. Testaments sold at 5 cts.^ and Books given

away, 1 95

$25 22i
Balance on band» $58 fiG^

All which is respectfully submitted. DANIEL HACKNEY, Agent.

On motion, Resohed, That the Agent furnish the different Auxiliaries with Books
to the amount of their donations, if they rfquest it.

On motion, the Agent is requested to visit the Churches of this Association and
form Auxiliaries; and that the Pastors of the Churches b© requested to co-operate

with him to increase the funds of the Society.

On motion, adjourned till the time and place of the next Association.

Prayer by S. Baldwin. WM. LINEBERRY, President.

NOAH RICHARDSON, Secretary.
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DECLARATION OF FAITH.

Whereas, in the opinion of this Association, Articles of Faith, Vvith

Scri{)tnre References, would be beneficial and useful to the members of

our Chuiches; and that they may be better prepared to defend the lead-

ing doctrines of the Bible:

Resolved, therefore, 'i'hat we adopt the following Sixteen Articles,

xvith the Scripture References, as the Faith of this Association; and

that they be appended to our Minutes, and recommended to the diuer-

ent Churches for their adoption:

1. OF THE SCRIPTURES.
We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and

is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction;* that it has God for its au-

thor, salvation ("or its end,| and truth without any mixture of error for

its raatter;:|: that it reveals the principles by which God will jtidge us;||

and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true cen-

tre of christian union,§ and the supreme standard by which all human,
conduct, creeds and opinions should be tried. "il

Places in the Bible where tanjrlit

*2 Tim. ill, 16, 17. All scripture is given by inspiration of Cod, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in ritrhteousness; that the man
of God may be perfect, tiiorouglily furnished uuto all good works. Also 2 Pet. i,31 .

2 Sam. xxiii, 2. Acts i, IG: iii, 21. John x, 35. Luke xvi, 29— 31. Ps. cxix. cxi.

Rom. iii, 1, 2.

t2 Tim. iii, 15,— able to make thee wise unto salvation. Also 1 Pet. i, 10— 12.

Acts xi, 14. Rom. i, 16. Mark xvi. 16. John v, 34—3!J.

IProv. XXX, 5, 6. Every Word of God is pure. Add thou not unto his words, lest he
reprove thee, and ihuu be found a liar. Also John xvii, IT. Rev. xxii, 18, 19. Rom. iii, 4.

||Rom. ii, 12. As many as have sinned in the law, shall be judjred by the law. Joh.i

xii, 47, 48. If any man hear my words—the word that I have .«poken, the same shall

judge him in the last day. Also 1 Cor. iv, 3, 4. Luke x, 10— 16: xii, 47, 48.

§Phil. iii, 16. Let us walk by the same rule; let us mind the same thing. Also
Ephes. iv, 3—6. Phil, ii, 1,2. 1 Cor. i, 10. I Pet. iv, 11.

lUohn iv, 1. Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they ba

of God. Isaiah viii, 20. To the law and to the te.stimony; if tliey speak not accord-

ing to this word, it is because there is no light in them. 1 Thess. v, 21. Prove ail

things. 2 Cor. xiii, 5. Prove vour own selves. Also Acts xvii, 11. 1 John iv, 6.—

-

Jude3dv. Ephes. vi, 17. Ps. cxix, .5.9, 60. Phil, i, 9—11.

II. OF THE TRUE GOD.
That there is one, and only one, true and living God, whose name is

JEHOVAH, the Maker and Supreme Ruler of fleaven and Earth;* in-

expressibly glorious in holiness;t worthy of all possible honor, confi-

dence and love;:{: revealed under the personal and relative distinctions

of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; ||
equal in every divine per-

fection,§ and executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work
of redemption. IT

Places in the Bible wliere taught.

*Ps. Ixxxiii, 18. Thou whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the Most High over
all the earth. Heb. iii, 4. Rom. i, 20. Jer. x, 10.

tEx. XV, 11. Who is like unto Thee, glorious in lioliness? Isai. vi, 3. 1 Pet. i,

15, 16. Rev. iv, 6—8.
tMark xii, 30. Thou shalt love the Lord Ihv God, with all thy heart, and with all

2



10

tiiy soul, and with all thy mind, and witli all thy strength. Rev. iv, 11. Thou art

worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, and power: for Ihou hast created all

things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. Mat. x, 37. Jer. ii, 12, 13.

11
Mat. xxviii, 19. Go ye therefcrre and teach all nations, baptising them in the name

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. John .w, 26. When the

Comforter is come, whom I will send you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth,
vvliicii proceedeth from the Fathtr, he shall testify of me. 1 Cor. ;iii,4

—

'6. 1 John v, 7.

§Johii X, 30. I and my Father are cue. John v, 17; xiv, 23. Acts v, 3, 4. 1 Cor.

ili, 10, 11.

^Ephes. ii, 18. For through Him [the Son] we both have a« access by one Spirit

unto the Father. 2d Cor. ii, 14. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love

of God, and the connnanion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Rev. i, 4, 5.

Ifl. OF THE FALL OF MAN.
That man was created in a state of holiness, under the law of his

Maker;* but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and happy
state;"]" in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, :{: not by
constraint but cboice;[| being l^y nature utterly void of that holiness re-

quired by the law of God, wholly given to the gratification of the world,

of Satan, and of their own sinful passions, and therefore under just con-

demnation to eternal ruin,§ without defence, or excuse.

f

Flaces in the Bible where taught.

*Gen. i, 27. God cveated man in his own image. Gen. i, 31. And God saw every
thing that he had made, and behold, it was very good. Ec. viiy29. Acts xvii, 2(}.

Gen. ii, 16.

tGen. iii, 6—24. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was pleasant ta the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise; she took

of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and gave also unto her husband v.'ith her, and he did

eat.—Therefore the Lord God—drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the

garcien of Eden, Cheruhims, and a flaming sv/ord which tun>ed every v?ay, to keep
the way of the tree of life. Rom. v, 12.

tRom. V, 19. By one maifs disobedience many were niade sinners. John iii, 6,

Ps. Ii, 5. Rom. V, 15—19; viii, 7.

Illsai. liii, 6. We have turned, every one to his own v/ay. Gen. vi, 22. Rom. iii, 9—18.
§Ephes. ii, 1—3. Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in

the lust of our f^esh, fulfilling the desires of the fiesh and of the mind; and were by
nature the children of wrath even as others. Rom. i, 18. For the wrath of God is

revealed from heaven against all ungodlinet^s and unrighteoosness of -men, who hole!

the truth in unrigh<eousn^^ss. Rom. i, 32. Gal. iii, 10. Mat. xxv, 41. Rev. xx, 1.5-

^'Ez. xviii, 19, 20. Yet say ye, Why? doth not the sf>n bear the iniquity of tlte fa-

tjier?—The .soul that sinneth ft shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the

father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the

righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

Rom. i, 20. So that they are v/ithout excuse. Rom. til, 19. That every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world niay become guilty before God. Gal. iii, 22.

IV. OF THE WAY OF SALVATION.
That the salvation of sinners ss wholly ofgrace,* through the Media-

torial Offices of the Son of God,"]' who took upon him our nature yet

without sin;:j: honored the law by his personal obedience, [| and made
atonement for om* sins by his death;§ being risen from the dead he is

now enthroned in heaven;1[ and unitmg in his wonderful person the ten-

derest sympathies with divine perfections, is every way qualified to be

a suitable, a compassionate, and an all-sufficient Saviour.**

Places in the Bible where taught.

*Ephes. ii, 5. By grace ye are saved. Mat. xviii, 11. 1 John iv, 10. 1 Cor. iiij

5—7. Acts XV, 11.

tJohn iii, 16. For God so loved the world, tliat he gave his only begotten Son, that
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wliosoevei' believeth In him should not perisli, but have everlasting life. John i, 1— 14.

Ileb. iv, 14; xii, 24.

IPhil. ii, 6, 7. Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to i)e equal

with God; but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him tiie form of a ser-

vant, and was made in the likeness of men. Heb. ii, 9; ii, 14. 2 Cor. viii, 9.

IJIsaiah xlii, 21. The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will mag-
nify the law, and make it honorable. Phil, ii, 8. Gal. iv, 4, 5. Rom. iii, 2i.

^Isaiah liii, 4- Me was wounded for our tran^-'gressions, he was bruised for our ini-

quities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and v.'ith his stripes we are

healed. Mat. xx, 28. Rom. iv, 25; iil, 21—26. 1 John iv, 10: ii, 2. 1 Cor. xv, 1—3.
Heb. ix, 1.3-15.

^Heb. i, 8. Unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever. Heb.
i, .3; viii, 3. Col. iii, 1--4.

**Heb. vii, 25. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
laatn God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Col. ii, 9.

—

For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Heb. ii, 18. In that he

himself hath suffered, being teinpted, he is able to succour them that are templed.

Heb. vii, 26. Fs. bcxxix, 19. Ps. xlv.

V. OF JUSTIFICATION.
That the great Gospel blessing which Christ of his fuhiess/^ bestows

<m such as believe in Him is Justification:t that Justification consists

in the pardon of sin:]: and the promise of eternal life, on principles of

dghteoiisness;|:| that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of

righteousness which wo have done,§ but solely through His own re-

demption and righteousness;^ that it brings us into a state of most

Ijlessed peace and favor with God, and secures every other blessing

aieedful for time and eternity.**

Places in the Bible where taught.

I
*JohH i^ 16. Of his fullness have we all received. Ephes. iii, 8.

tActs xiii, 39. By him all that believe are justified from all things. Isai. liii, 11.

Siom. viii, 1.

Rom. V, 9. Being justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
Him. Zech. xiii, 1. Mat. ix, 6. Acts x, 43.

llRom. V, 17. They which receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of right-

eousness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. Titus iii, 5, 6. 1 Pet. iii, 7. 1 John
>ji, 25. Rom. v, 21.

^Rom. iv, 4, 5. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but

•of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the un-
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Rom. v, 21; vi, 23. Phil, iii, 7— 9.

URom V, 19. By tlie obedience of one shall many be made righteous. Rom. iii,

24—26. 1 John ii, 12.

**Rom. V, 1 , 2. Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ; by whom also we have access by faith into his grace wherein we stand,

and rejoice iu hope of the glory of God. Rom. v, iii. We glory in tribulations also.

Rom. V, 11. We also joy in God. 1 Cor. i, 30. Mat. vi, 36. 1 Tim. iv, 8.

VI. OF THE FREENESS OF SALVATlOxN.
That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the Gospel;*

that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by a cordial and obe-

dient faith;f and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sin-

ner on earth, except his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord
Jesus Christ;^ which refusal will subject him to an aggravated condem-
nation.

||

Places in the Bible where taught.

*Rev. xxii, 17. Whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely. Isai. Iv, L
Luke xiv, 17.

tRom. xvi, 26. The Gospel—according to the commandment of the everlasting Godj
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made known to all nations for the obedience of faith. Mark i, 15. Rom. i, 15, 17.

iJohn V, 40, Ye will not come nnto me, that ye might have life. Mat. xxiii, 37.

Rom. ix, 32. Prov. i, 24. Acts xiii, 46.

!;John iii, 19. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because tiieir deeds were evil. Mat. xi, 20.

—

Luke xix, 27. 2 Thess. i, 8.

VII. OF GRACE IN REGENERATION.
That in order to be saved, we must be regenerated or born again;'*'

tliar. regeneration consists in giving a holy disposition to the mind;-|- and
is effected in a manner above our comprehension oi* calculation,! by the

power of the Holy Spirit, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to the

Gospel;
11
and that its proper evidence is found in the holy fruit which

we bring forth to the glory of God.

§

Places in the Bible where taught.

*John iii, 3. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he can-
not see the kingdom of God. John iii, 7. Rev. xxi,-27.

iCor. v, 20. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. Ez. xxxvi, 2G. Deut
XXX, 6. Rom. ii, 28, 29; v, 5. 1 John iv, 7.

tJohn iii, 8. Tfie wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound there-

of, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is every one that is

born of the Spirit. John i, 13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the

flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. James i, 16— 18. ICor. i,30. Phil, ii, 13.

II I Pet. xxii, 25. Ye have purified your hearts by obeying the truth through the

Spirit. 1 John v, 1. Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,
Ephes. iv, 20—24. Col. iii, 9— 11.

§Ephes. v, 9. The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, and righteousness, and
truth. Rom. viii, 9. Gal. v, 16—23. Ephes. iii, 14—21.

VIII. OF GOD'S PURPOSE OF GRACE.
That Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which he

regenerates, sanctifies, and saves sinners;* that being perfectly consist-

ent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means in con-

nexion with the end;f that it is a most glorious display of God's sove-

reign goodness, being infinitely wise, holy and unchangeable;:|: that it

utterly excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in

God and active imitation of his free mercy;|| that it encourages the use

of means in the highest degree;^ that it is ascertained by its effects in

ail who believe the gospelH is the foundation of christian assurance;**

and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves, demands and deserves

our utmost diligence."|"|-

Places in the Bible where taught.
*-2 Tim. i, 8, 9. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of-our Lord, nor

of me his prisoner; but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the Gospel, according to

the power of God; who hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not accord-

ing to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us

iu Christ Jesus before the world began. Ephes. i, 3—14, 1 Pet. i, 1,2. Rom. xi,

5, 6. John XV, 16. 1 John iv, 19. Hos, xii, 9.

t2 Thess. ii, 13, 14. But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you

s

brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath frorp the beginning chosen you uutp
salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth; \vhereunto he
also called you by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Acts xiii, 48. John x, 16. Mat. xx, 16. Acts xv, 14.

tEx. xxxiii, 18, 19. And Moses said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory. And He
said, I will cause all my goodness to pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name
of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will

fshow mercy oji whom I will show rjiercy. Mat. xx, 15. Is it not la>v[ij! fpr \we tP dp
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what I will with my own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? Eph. i, 11. Rom.
ix, 2:^, 24. Jar. xxxi, 3. Rom. xi, 28, 29. Jas. i, 17, 18. 2 Tim. ii, 9. Rom. xi, 32—36,

Ijl Cor. iv, 7. For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that

thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou

hadst not received it? 1 Cor. i, 26—31. Rom. iii, 27; iv, 16. Col. iii, 12. 1 Cor.

iii, 5—7; xv, 10. 1 Pet. v, 10. Acts i, 24. I Thess. ii, 13. 1 Pet. ii, 9. -Luke

xviii, 7. John xv, 16. Ephes. i, 16. 1 Thess, ii, 12.

§2 Tim. 10. Therefore I endure all things for the elects' sake, that they also may
obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glp/y. 1 Cor. ix, 22. I am
made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. Rom. viii, 28—30.

John vi, 37—40. 2 Pet. i, 10.

IFl Thess. i, 4— 10. Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God: for our Gos-

pel came unto you, not in word only, but in power, &.c.

**Rom. viii, 28—39. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called,

and whom he called them he also justified, and whom he justified them he also glo-

rified. What shall we then say to these things? if God.be for us, who can be against

us? Isaiah xlii, 16. Rom. xi, 29.

tt2 Pet. i, 10. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your call-

ing and election sure; for if ye do these things ye shall never fall; for so an entrance

siiall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord

and Saviour Jesus Christ. Phil, iii, 12. Heb vi, 11.

IX. OF THE PERSEVERENCE OF SAINTS.
That such only are real believers as endure unto the end;* that their

persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark which distinguish-

es them from superficial proressors;f that a special Providence watches

over their welfiire;:}: and they are kept by the power of God through

faith unto salvation.
||

Places in the Bible where taught.

*John viii, 31. Then said Jesus —If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis-

ciples indeed. 1 John ii, 27, 28; iii, 9; v, 18.

tl John ii, 19. They went out from us, but tliey were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they wont out that it

might be made manifest that Ihey were not all of us. John xiii, 18. Mat. xiii, 20,

21. John vi, 66—69.
tRom. viii, 28. And we know that all things work together for good unto them

that love God, to them that are the called according to his pur])ose. Mat. vi, 30—33.

Jer. xxxii, 40. Ps. cxxi, 3; xci, 11, 12.

IJPhil, i, 6. He who hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ. Phil, ii, 12, 13. Jude 24, 25. Heb. i, 14. 2 Kings, vi, 16. Heb.
xiii, 5. 1 John iv, 4.

X. HARMONY OF THE LAW AND GOSPEL.
That the Law of God is the eternal and unchangeable rule of his

moral government;* that it is holy, just, and good:-|- and that the inabil-

ity which the scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfil its precepts, arises

entirely from their love of sin;:}: to deliver them from which, and to re-

store them through a Mediator to unfeigned obedience to the holy law,

is one great end of the Gos[)el, and of the Means of Grace connected

with the establishment of the visible church.
||

Places in the Bible where taught.

*Rom. iii, 21. Do we make void the law through faith? God forbid. Yea, we
establish the law. Mat. v, 17. Lukexvi, 17. Rom. iii, 20; iv, 15.

tRom. vii, 12. The law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

Rom vii, 7, 14, 22. Gal, iii, 21. Ps, cxix.

tRom. viii, 7, 8. The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to

the law of God, neither can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot pleas©

,God. Josh, xxiv, 19. Jer. xiii, 23. John vi, 44; v, 44.

IJRom. viii, 2—4. For the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus hath made m©
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free from the law of h'wx and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was
-weak llirou^li the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful fiesli, and
for sin, condemned sin in tlie fiesh; tfiat the righteousness of the law might be ful-

filled ill us, who walk not after tlie flesh, hut after tjie Spirit. Rom. x, 4. 1 Tim.
!, 5. Htb. viii, 10. Jude 20, 21. Heb. xii, 14.

Xi. OF A GOSPEL CHURCH.
That a visible church of Christ is a congregation of baptised believ-

ers,* associated by covenant in the faith and fellov^'ship of the Gospei;|

observing the ordinances of Christ;:^: governed by his Ja\vs;|| and exer-

cising the gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by his word:^

that its only proper officers are Bishops or Pastors, and Deacons,*!

whose qualidcations, claims, and duties are defined in the Epistles to

Timothy and Titus.

Places in the Eible where ta'^3glit.

*1 Cor. i, i— 1.3. Paul—unto the church of God which is at Corinth.— Is Christ

divided? Was Paul crucified for yon? Or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

Mat. xviii, 17. Acts v, 11; viii, 1; xi, 26. 1 Cor. iv, 17; xiv, 23. 3 John 9. 1

Tim. iii, 5.

tActs ii, 41, 42. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized; and the

same day there were added to tliem about three thousand souls. 2 Cor. viii, 5. They
first gave their owuselves to the I^rd, and then unto us by the will of God. A-cts ii,

47. 1 Cor. v, 12, 13.

U Cor. xi, 2. Now I praise yoa brethren that ye remember me in all things, and
keep the ordinances as I delivered them unto yon. 2 Thes. iii, G. Rom. xvi, 17—20.

iCor. xi.23. Mat. xviii, 15—20. 1 Cor. 5 and 6. 2. Cor. 2 and 7. 1 Cor. iv, 17.

||Mat. xxviii, 20. Teaching thf^in to observe all things whatso<?.ver I have com-
manded you. John xiv, 15; xv, 12. 1 John iv, 21. John xiv, 21. 1 Thes. iv, 2.

2 John vi. Gal. vi, 2. All the Epistles,

§Eplies. iv, 7. Unt-o every one of u.s is given grace according to the measure of the

^vift of Christ. 1 Cor. xiv, 12. Seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.

Phil, i, 27. That I may hear of your afftiirs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with

one mind, striving tog«^ther for the faith of the Gospel. 1 Cor. 12. 1 Cor. 14.

"if Phil, i, 1.—With ihe Bisho|)s m\d Deacons. A^ts xiv, 23. Acts xv, 22. 1 Tim.
3. Titus L

XH. OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S SUPPER.
That Christian Baptism is the immersion of a beli<^ver in water,* in

the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit;^ to show forth in a solemn and

beautiful embfem, our faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour,

v.'ith its purifyittg power;^ that it is pre-requisite to the privileges of a

church relation, and to the Lord's Sup|ier,|j in which the members of

the church Yp/ the use of l^refid and wine are to cornriiemorate together

the, dying lore of Christ;^ pr-eceded always by solemn self-examination. T[

PlaiC-es in tli-e Biblx? where tatight.

*Acis viii, S'G—39. An<i the euinicii s<iid. See, here is watei" what doth hinder me
to be baptized. And Philip said, If thou l>elievest with all thine heart Ihou mayest.

And they w^ent down into the water, both Philip and the eun«ch, and he baptized

^lim. Mat. iii, 5, G. John iii, 22, 23. John iv, 1, 2. Mat. xxviii, 19. Mark xvi^

IG. Acts Ai, 38; viii. 12; xvi, 32—34; xviJi, 8.

IMat. xxviiii, 19. Baptizing the«n in tlie name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Gliost, Ants x, 47, 48. G&L iii, 27, 28.

I Rom. v\^ I— 14. Therefore we are buried with liim by baptism into death; that

ilike as Christ (was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fatlier, oven so we also,

•should walk m new«-ess of life. Col. ii, 12. 1 Peter iii, 20, 21. Acts xxii, 16.

IJActs ii, 43^ 42. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized, and
there were a<3ded to them, lUe same day, about three thousand souls. And they

oonti lined steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of

bread and in prayers. Mat. xxviii, 19, 20. Acts, aud Epistles.
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§1 Cor. xi, 26. As often as ye eat this bread and drink this cwp, ye do show the

Lord's death till he come. Mat. xoivi, 2G—29. Mark xiv, 22—25. Luke xxii^

14—21.
^1 Cor. xi, 28. But let a man examine hiiiiself, and so let him eat of that bread

and drink of that cup. 1 Cor. v, 7, 8; x, 3—32; xi, 17—32. John vi, 26—71.

XIIL OF THE CHRISTIAiN SABBATH.
That the first day of the week is the Lord's Day, or Christian Sab-

bath;* and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes,f by abstaining

from all secular labor and recreations:^, by the devout observance of all

the means of grace, both pri\'ate|| and public;§ and by preparation for

that Rest^ which remaineth for the people of God.

Places iij the Bible where taught. '

-:

•

*'Acts XX, 7. On the first day of the week, when the disciples came tosfetber to

break bread, Paul preached to them. Gen. ii,3. Col. ii, 16, 17. Mark ii, 27. John

XX, 19. 1 Cor. xvi, 1,2.

tEx. XX, 8. Kemembei- the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Rev. i, 10. I was iu

the Spirit on the Lrtird's Day. Pa, cxviii, 24. This is the day which the Lord hath

made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.

JTsai. Iviii, 13, 14. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy

pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord hon-

ourable; and yhall honour him not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine owji

pleasures, nor speaking thine own words; then vshalt thou delight in the Lord, and I

will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed tliee witli the

heritage of Jacob. Isai. Ivi, 2— 8.

llPs. cxviii, 15. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabeniaeies of the

righteous.

6[Ieb. X, 24, 2.5, Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves togpther, aa the man-
ner of some is. Acts xi, 26. A whole year they assembled tiiemselves with the

church, and taught rriuch people. • Acts xiii, 44. The next Sabbath-day cume al-

most the whole city together to h^^ar tiie word of God. Lev. xix, 3i). Ez, xlvi, 3.

Luke iv, 16. Acts xvii, 2, 3. Ps. xxvi, 8; Ixx.Tvii, 2.

HHeb, iv, 3— 11. Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest.

XIV. OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT.
That civil government is of divine appointment, for the interests and

good order oi' human society;*' and that magistrates are to be prayed for,

conscientiously honored, and obeyed,t except in things opposed to the

will of our Lord Jesus Christ, :|: who is the only Lord of the conscience,

and the Prince of the kings of the earth.
[|

Places in the Bible where taught.

*Rom. xiii, 1— 7. The powers that be are ordained of God. For rulers are not a

terror to good works, but to the evil. Deut. xvi, 18. 2 Sam. xxiii, 3, Ex, Jiviii, 23.

Jer. XXX, 21.

tMat. xxii, 21. Render therefore unto Cesar the things that are Cesar'.s, and unto
God the things that are God's.. Titns iii, 1. 1 Peter ii, 13. 1 Tim. ii, 1—8.

tActs V, 29. We ought to obey God rather than man. Mat. x, 28. Fear not

them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul. Dan. iii, 15—18; vi,

7—10. Acts iv, 18—20-
IIMat. xxiii, 10. Ye have one Master even Christ, Rom. xiv, 4. Who art tboii

that judgest another man's servant? Rev. xix, 16. And he hath on hilve.'^ture and
on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
Fsalm Ixxii, 11. Psalm ii. Rom. xiv, 9—13.

XV. OF THE LIGHTEOUS AND THE V/ICKED.
That there is a radical and essential difference between the righte-

ous and the wicked;* that such only as through faith are justified in the

name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are

truly righteous in his esteem; j while all such as continue-in impeni-



16

tence and unbelief are in his sight wick'ed, and und(3r the cui'se::j: and

th-ls distinction holds anriofig men both in and after death.
||

Places in the Bible where taught.

*Mal. iii, 18. Ye shall discern between the righteous and the wicked; between
him that serveth God and hjni that serveth hiin not. Isai. v, 20. Gen. xviii, 23.

Jer. XV, 19. Acts x, .34, 35. Roiu. vi, IG.

tRoni. i, 17. The just shall live by faith. Rom. vi, 18. AVe are delivered from
the law, that being dead wherein we were held, that we should serve in newness of

spirit, and not in the olduess of the. letter. 1 John ii, 29. If ye know that he is

righteous, ye know that every one that doetli righteousness is born^f liim. 1 John
iii, 7. Rom, vi, 18, 22. 1 Cor. xi,' 32. Prov. xi, 31. 1 Peter iv,j7, 18.

tl John v, 19. And we know that we are of God, and the wli'ole world iieth in

wickedness. Gal. iii, 10. As many as are of the works of the law are under the

curse. John iii, 36. Isaiah Ivii, 21. Ps, x, 4. Isai. Iv, 6, 7.

JIPuov. xiv, 32. The wicked is driven nway in his wickedness, but the righteonS

liath hope in his death. See also the example of the rich mail and Lazarus. Luke'
xvi, 25. Tliou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things', a'nd likewise Lazarus evil

things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. John viii, 21—24. Prov.

X, 24. Luke xii, 4, 5; ix, 23—26. John xii, 25, 26. Eel, iii, 17. Mat. vii, 13, 14.

XVI. OF THE WORLD TO COME.
That the end of this world is approaching;* that at the last Daj^, Christ

will descend from heaven,f and raise the dead frotn the grave to final

retribution:! that a solemn separation will then take place: || that the

wicked \Vili be adjudged to endless punishment, and the righteous to

endless joy;§^ and that this judgment will fix forever the final state of

men in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness. IF

Places iii tl^e Bible where taught.
*1 Peter iv. 7. But the end of all thii:-gs is at hand; be ye therefore sober, and

watch unto prayer. 1 Cor. vii. 29—.sl. Heb. i. 10—12. Mat. xxiv. 35. 1

John ii. 17. Mat. xxviii. 20. xiii. 39. xiii. 49. 2 Peter iii. 3—13.
tActs i. 11, This same Je.sus which is taken up from yoo into heaven, shall so

come in like manner as ve have seen him go into heaven. Rev. i. 7. Heb. ix

28. Acts iii. 2L 1 Thess. iv. 13— 18. v.;— 11.

tActs xxiv. 15. There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and un-
just. 1 Cor. XV. 12—59. Luke xiv. 14. Dan. xii. 2. John v. 28, 29. vi. 40. xi.

25, 26. 2 Tim. i. 10. Acts x. 42.

IliVIat. xiii. 49. The angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among
the just. xMat. xiii. 37—43. xxiv. 30, 31. xxv. 27—33.

§Mat. xxv. 35—41. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, hat
the righteous into life eternal. Rev. xxii. 11. He that is unjust, let Jiim be unjust

still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he tliat is righteous, let hiiu

be righteous slill; and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Mark
ix. 43—48. 2 Peter ii. 9, 10. Jude 7. Phil. iii. 19. Rom. vi. 22. 2 Cor. v. 10,
11. John iv. 36. ^Cor. iv. 18.

^Rom. iii, 5, 6. Is God unrighteous who taketh .vengeance? (I speak as a man.}
God forbid; for how then shall God judge the world? 2 Thess. i, 6— 12. Steing it is

a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them who trouble you, and
to you who are troubled rest with us—when he shall come to be glorified in his

saints, and to be admired in all them Ihut believe. Heb. vi. 1, 2. 1 Cor. iv, 5.

Acts xvii.-31. Rom. ii. 2—16. Rev. xx. 11, 12. 1 John ii. 8; iv, 17.

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, vihat manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto
the coming of the day of God? 2 Peter iii. 11, 12.

[Priuted at the Oti^erver OiScGj Fayetteviile.]


